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EDITORIAL 


For Such A Time 
As This 


The September 29th issue of “The Presbyterian 
Outlook’”’ carries an impressive array of statements 
from various church leaders expressing their ap- 
our Church’s continuation in the Federal 

ouncil. 


These men are known and honored in the Church 
and most of them are warm personal friends of _ , 
the writer, For that reason it seems presumptious 
to characterize many of these statements as not 
meeting the issue at point. And yet, that is the 
case, 


The issue is NOT whether we need a cooperative 
organization to speak for Protestant Christianity 
in these days. Such an organization is both desir- 
able and desperately needed. Those who oppose the 
Federal Council are not religious isolationists, nor 
are they any less concerned about the chaos of the 
present world. 


The issue before the church is whether the 
Federal Council, judged entirely by its official 
actions, the writings and activities of its secre- 
tariat, and the public statements of its leadership, 
is, as now constituted and functioning, the voice 
through which the Southern Presbyterian Church 
wishes to speak to the world. 


To a great many in our Church the answer is, 
No! Futhermore, this rejection of the Federal 
Council’s voice is based on facts, not prejudice. 


A. We distrust an organization which consis- 
tently elects to its presidency men whose extremely 
radical theological position is proven by their 
writings and public utterances. 


B. We distrust an organization which by obser- 
vation is shown to have a long range economic 
plan which is largely identical with that of 
socialism. Bishop Oxnam, President of the Federal | 

neil last year, in his book, “Preaching in A 
Revolutionary Age’”’ attacks the captalistic system 
as follows, “It is a matter of a SYSTEM whose 
organizing principles are unjust, whose FUNDA- 


MENTAL ELEMENTS — such as production, dis- 


tribution, and consumption — one at war with 
each other and therefore result in inefficiency.” 
Page 78. 


C. We distrust an organization which, speaking 
for the Church appears before governmental 
agencies on behalf of legislation; legislation the 
wisdom of which is questioned by many true 
Christians. 


D. We distrust an organization which for years 
used its influence and the name of the Church to 
discourage national preparedness and which now 
denies those activities, altho they are absolutely 
proved by their own official reports. 


E. We distrust an organization which seeks to 
solve the difficult race problem by declaring segre- 


gation un-Christian and which advocates a non- 


segregated society. 


American business men recognize the need for, 
and_ willingly participate in the nation-wide 
American Chamber of Commerce. That organization 
speaks for the American business man and they 
regard it as an agency worthy of their support. 


But, let us suppose that the leadership of that 
organization got into the hands of men whose 


- conception of business principles were unsound and 


who using the name of American business, pro- 
moted policies considered inimicable to its best in- 
terests. How long would they be permitted to speak 
for business? Only long enough for the constituent 
membership to meet and effect a change. 


The question before our Church is_ this,—Does 
the Federal Council, in its present set-up an 
activities, accurately represent the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church? If so we should continue in oUF 
present relationship. 


But, if it can be proven—and we think it can 
beyond the shadow of a doubt—that the Federal 
Council in its leadership, its long range policies, 
and many of its present activities, does not re 
present the position of our Church and that © 
historic evangelical Christianity, then we shoul 
withdraw. 


Within the Church today there is a desperate 
need for a restatement of clear-cut evangelica 


Christianity. A statement which restores the sup¢' 
natural to its rightful place. A statement 
restores the authority of the entire Word of 


which 
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to its rightful position. A statement which places 
power in the Holy Spirit and not in man. A 
statement which unequivocally places the atoning 
sacrifice of our risen Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ at the heart of all Christian activity. 


God has given our Church such an opportunity 
today. This thing is not being done in a corner. 
Withdrawal from the Federal Council should not 
be a negative action. Coupled with that withdrawal 
there should be linked a reaffirmation of the great 
doctrines of Christianity and a clarion call to men 
everywhere to join in a crusade for righteousness 
based on the One who alone can make men 
righteous. | 


Too long we have operated on the principle that 
numbers mean victory. Too long we have trusted 
in the might and influence of organization, Too 
long we have followed the delusion that a diluted 
and compromised Christianity can evangelize or 
change the world. Too often we have followed 
personalities rather than principles. 


In taking this stand our Church can be used, as 
God used Gideon’s little band centuries ago. God 
give us the grace to use this opportunity, and to 
use it for His glory. 


“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit 
saith the Lord of Hosts.” — —L.N.B. 


The Big Wedge 


The liberals in our Church have adopted the 
homely wedge as its symbol since the last meeting 
of the General Assembly. Due to a strange quirk 
of human nature they seem to be unconscious of 
the identity of the wedge. They also fail to 
recognize the persons driving the wedge. 


For the sake of clarity it should be pointed out 
that any intelligent and unprejudiced mind knows 
that the big wedge dividing our Church is the 
union agitation in our midst. This question has 


been before our Assembly for years, and each time © 


it arises it becomes the prolific source of alienation 


and estrangement among brethren. All of us must. 


know that fundamental issues divide the Northern 
and Southern Presbyterian Churches, and when a 
group endeavors to force this union in spite of 
these differences evil results ensue. 


So far as we know there are no new arguments 
for or against organic union. Gifted writers on 
both sides are only rehashing well known lines of 
thought. It now appears that an impass has been 
reached. Proponents of union are admitting that 
our Church is not going into this union. Their ar- 
guments have failed to convince. Reprisals have 
failed to intimidate. Both sides are organized, 
waiting for the showdown. In the meantime those 
who are driving this wedge into the body of our 
Southern Presbyterian Church are turning to those 
who are defending the citadel and saying, “Don’t 
drive the wedge.” This naive trick will not deceive 
many people. 


A sure and quick method of relief from this 
painful condition is for the Committee on Union 


to be dismissed and thanked for their efforts. _ 


_ The removal of this big wedge would give a new 
Impetus to evangelism and unify our Church for 


its central task of witnessing for the Christ of 
the Bible. Reason calls for a cessation of this 
agitation. Wisdom demands that this wedge be 
buried quickly as possible and let our Church go 
forward in the unity of our faith and love for 
one another. —J.R.R 


Moderator Calls Group To 
Meet In Atlanta 


On September 26 a group met in Atlanta, Ga., 
at the call of the Moderator of our Church to dis- 
cuss the present trends with reference to the 
controversy within our Church. We print below the 
call of the moderator: 


Gentlemen: 


After considerable thought and prayer and after 
much counsel as I have been able to secure with 
persons representing varying points of view in the 
controversy within our Church, I am of the opinion 
that a conference of recognized leaders of both 
viewpoints can and likely will result in mutual 


- understanding and a better spirit among us all. I 


am seriously concerned about the effect of a con- 
tinuance of present trends. 


Would you find it possible to meet together in 
Atlanta, on Friday, September 26, at 10:30 A.M., 
at a point to be designated later—perhaps in one 
of the downtown hotels—to spend several hours 
in thinking and praying together about these 
matters. Of course, we have no authority to take 
official action but we can perhaps accomplish 
more otherwise. 7 


I regret there is no central fund from which 
travel expenses can be derived. I hope this item can 
be arranged by each of us individually. Will you 
be kind enough to wire collect whether you can 
attend on this date. I am especially hopeful, how- 
ever, for various reasons that this date can stand. 


You will, I am sure, join me in the prayer for 
the guidance of God’s Spirit in our effort to clear 
the atmosphere within our Church for the con- 
structive tasks which should certainly engage us 
now, 

Cordially yours, 
(Signed) J. R. Cunningham. 


After much prayer and discussion the following 
findings were adopted; 
Atlanta, Georgia, 

Sept 26, 1947. 


RESOLUTION 


We, the undersigned, representative ministers 
and laymen of the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
having been called together by the Moderator of 
the General Assembly to consider the serious crisis 
which confronts the church because of the questions 
of church union and the relation of the church to 


‘the Federal Council, after full and prayerful con- 


sideration, have reached the following conclusions: 


1. We are profoundly concerned that the wide 
differences of viewpoint which exist among us 
shall not lead to ill-will and bitterness, or to the 
disruption of our church’s work in the vitally im- 
portant fields of Evangelism, Christian Education, 
and Missions. 


2. We pledge ourselves, so far as in us lies, to 
conduct our debate on these issues in a — of 
fairness, of mutual esteem, and of brotherly love, 
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recognizing our lack of wisdom and realizing that 
in spite of our differences we are united by our 
common love for our Lord Jesus Christ and a 
common loyalty to His Church. We would earnestly 
call upon all church courts and other groups which 
' debate these matters to see that their discussions 
are pitched upon the highest possible plane and 
are kept free from personalities and from bitterness. 


3. We urge that the full support of our Church 
be given to the Presbyterian Program of Progress 
and that the controversies in which we are present- 
ly engaged be not allowed to divert our attention 
from a movement which holds such tremendous 
possibilities for good in the advancement of our 
Lord’s work. 


4. We covenant with one another to pray for 
each other and for our beloved church, asking 
that the matters before us may be settled in the 
spirit of Christ and in accordance with the will of 
our Heavenly Father, We eall upon all others of 
like mind to join with us in this prayer. 


Signed: R. W. Cousar, J. R. McCain, G. T. Gil- 


lespie, J. M. Alexander, Daniel Iverson, J. McDowell. 


Richards, R. A. Lapsley, Jr., T. K. Young, J. P. 
McCallie, Wm. V. Gardner, Chas. G. McClure, E. 
T. Thompson, John R. Richardson, Chas, E. Krae- 
mer, Aubrey N. Brown, Henry B. Dendy, W. T. 
McElroy, and John R. Cunningham. 


The Voice Of The Shepherd 
Or The Voice Of A Stranger 


Pastoral Letter 
(September 1941) 


Issued by the General Synod of the Dutch Re- 
formed Church for the Instruction of its Congre- 
gations. 

Le Labor Sunday Message 

Issued by the Federal Council to be read in the 

Churches August 31, or September 7, 1947. 


- Federal Council advocates are telling us much 


about the propriety for social action drawn from 
the experiences of the European Churches during 
the last decade. We wish to remind them of the 
contrast between the two documents listed above. 
If our brethren who support the Federal Council 
would fairly evaluate these two statements they 
would understand why the Federal Council is so 
distasteful to us. The Dutch statement is given 
in the booklet, THE STRUGGLE OF THE DUTCH 
CHURCH and in the German pamphlet DEUTCHE 
KIRCHENDOKUMENTE. The Federal Council’s 
statement is carred with a commendatory covering 
“gg ar in the Presbyterian Outlook for Septem- 
er Is | 


1. The Dutch statement is rooted and grounded 
in Scripture. The first full page is almost exclu- 
sively the Word of God, The whole breathes the 
conviction stated in section 7 that Christ’s shee 
hear His voice and follow Him and a stranger will 
they not follow (John X, 27-28, 5). On the other 
hand the Federal Council document has not a 


2. The Dutch statement breathes the air of ab- 
‘solute Jesus Christ. in His Person, His 
‘offices, and. His Words. It is based on His Word: 


!F-am.-the: way, the truth and. the ‘life; ne man 


the ungodly (Rom. 4.5) 


cometh unto the Father but by me” (John 14,9) 
“In the strictest sense of the word therefore every 
other way to the Father, every possibility of truth 
and life, is cut off and every creature, high or 
low is called to obedience to Jesus, the Lord”. 


Somewhat later the Dutch letter says that from 


the sin of national enmities “There is no salvation 
except through Him who is ‘the Way, the Truth 
and the Life.’ ” 


On the other hand the Federal Council’s Mes. 
sage asserts that, “The Christian Gospel affirms 
that men are brothers because all are created in 
the image of God and each is important in his 
sight.”” There is nothing in the Federal Council’s 
statement about Christ being the only way to the 
Father, nothing about our being sons of God in 
Christ Jesus, indeed, nothing about sin or the fal]. 
Thus the Council’s statement is not an accurate 


portrait of man as he is. | 


3. And that brings us to a third fine thing 
about the Dutch statement. It is a rich and a ful] 
confession of sin and guilt and a pleading for 
forgiveness by faith “in God’s mercy to us in the 
Cross of Christ” encouraged by such Scriptural 
promises as I John 1.9, Mt. 3.2; 4.18; Mk, 1.15. 
“Lack of faith is the beginning of every sin... 
We set up ideals and served them, as the heathen 
served idols.” “We kept first and foremost our 
outward unity, but by doing so we lost the inner 
one-ness in the truth, thus sacrificing truth to 
unity. But when truth is sacrificed, unity can no 
longer be the unity of love and the outward unity 
to which we cling so desperately can no longer 
cover the disunity of the different factions within 
the Church. Or, on the other hand, we tried to 
keep the truth, or that which we thought to be the 
truth, but we forgot that truth includes brotherly 


love.” The tear of the penitent, the deep contri- 


tion of the Dutch document is absent in the 
Federal Council’s message. 


4. Again the Federal Council’s Message has no 
word concerning the beyond, the hereafter, except 
the utterly false statement that ‘“‘the sense of a 
common destiny” of men are “part of God’s pur- 
pose revealed in Jesus Christ.’”? If Christ said any- 
thing He said that men do not have a common 


destiny. He said that some shall go into the King-. 
dom prepared for them from before the founda- 


tion of the earth and that some shall go into 
everlasting punishment. | 


The Dutch Letter is redolent with the Christian 
Hope. Thus, “Jesus Christ will again come to 
judge the living and the dead. Our judge is our 
Saviour and we are not going into an_ unknown 
future, Thus the Second Coming of Christ 1s 4 
comfort to us... Our hope is in Him who justifieth 
.. According to His 
promise we look for a new heavens and a new 
earth (II Peter 3.13). The Kingdom of God still 
hidden will be revealed one day.” 


5. Both documents speak to living questions. The 
Dutch Letter condemns social injustice and oppres- 


sion. It speaks for the Jews over whom hung the 


sword of Hitler. In insists on the right of the 
parents and the Church to control the children— 
not turn them over to Nazification. It warns 
German authorities that Christ is above them and 
that they are required to govern in justice. 
‘The courage of the Christ shines through _ its 
every page. Under the Word of Christ spoken 


through His Church men gave up high position 
~awnder the Nazi and for such action were sent # 
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concentration camp, some never to return, Those 
who continue to act as Quislings are now expres- 
sing the utmost penitence and asking to be for- 
given (Letter in Calvin Forum, Sept. 1947 ) 


Is there any of this kind of conviction behind 
the Federal Council’s message? Does it call for 
life and death committal? How many of the 
advocates of the Federal Council really agree with 
the demand in this Labor Day Message that no 
congregation any more be a racial church and that 
true visitational evangelism will make possible a 
congregation that crosses racial lines? If this be 
their nominal position will it prove any more 
stedfast than the views of the Federal Councillors 
who some ten years ago advocated pacifism, 
disarmament, non-interventionism and national isla- 
tionism—and now get irritated whenever anyone 
reminds them of these former views?,. 


The Pastoral Letter is rooted and grounded in 
the Word. The Voice of the Good Shepherd is 
heard through it and His sheep hear His Voice 
and follow Him. The Labor Day Message is just a 
balancing of human opinions. The Outlook admires 
its balance. But it is not rooted and grounded in 
God’s Word. The Voice of the Good Shepherd is 
not there, and so the sheep do not follow for they 
know not the voice of a stranger. And what one 


fails to find in this Message he fails to find in the | 


Council’s statement on relations to Russia and in 
the writings of the Federal Council leaders. Let 
the Federal Council take a leaf from the Pastoral 
Letter and give us Christ and His Word and when 
We hear the Voice of the Good Shepherd we will 
recognize it and follow Him. Until then the Federal 
Council is not the Voice that we gage . 
— Wm. C. R. 


Biblical Illiteracy 


“Now there arose up a new king over Egypt 
which knew not Joseph.” How truly could this be 
paraphrased today, “Now there arose up a new 
generation which knew not the Bible.” 


Of course non-Christians are ignorant of the 


Bible. They have no reason to be other than illite- 


rate where the Bible is concerned. 


But, we have a generation of Christians who 
only too often do not know the Word of God. 


Where does the blame lie and what is the remedy? - 


_ We believe the primary faults rests with Chris- 
tian parents who do not study the Bible as they 


should and who naturally do not raise up their. 


9 a to regard it as more than just another 


terian homes in past generations were 
omes where the reading of the Bible in family 
Prayers was taken as a matter of course. The 
were homes where Sunday afternoon was spent in 
I Et of Bible verses and in the study of the 
vatechism. They were homes where the children 
saw their parents reading the Word themselves 
and where the Bible was often the subject of con- 
at They were homes where a 
rom i i 
— was given as authority 


‘ 
‘Set your hearts unto all the words which I 
estify among you this day, which ye shall com- 
pend your children to observe to do, all the words 
ot this law. For it is not a vain thing for you; 
cause it is your life.” 
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“And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest © 
up. 


“Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in 
your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a 
sign upon your head, that they may be as front- 
lets between your eyes. And ye shall teach them 
your children, speaking of them when thou sittest 
in thy house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 


Such instruction and personal example entails 
sacrifice, persistence, prayer and good judgement, 
but, the dividends can only be computed in 
eternity. —L.N.B. 


The Divisive 
Gospel 


The preaching of the Gospel of Christ must 
cause division. If it does not that preaching is 
ineffective, It divides between truth and error, 
between light and darkness, between right and 
wrong. 


One of the most foolish things we can do is to 
try to make Christianity popular with the world. 
Christ and Satan are in constant warfare and the 
more effectively Christ is preached the more 
vigorous the opposition. 


The Gospel divides between truth and error. 
The source of the strength of the Church is truth. 
Jesus is truth. His Word is truth and His Spirit 
bears witness to truth. But, when truth is preached 
to a sinning world, division comes between those 
who accept and those who reject that truth. 


This truth is the power of God unto salvation 
to all who believe and Paul makes it clear that it 
is supernatural and not human in its origin when 
he declared to the Corinthian Christians the testi- 
mony of God and said: “That your faith should not 
— in the wisdom of men, but in the power of 

od.” 


God’s truth demands the acknowledgment by the 
human mind of a higher wisdom than man can ever 
have, and a summission of the human will to that 
wisdom from above. | 


The Gospel divides between light and darkness. 
In our adulation of intellectualism we often forget 
that only those who have Christ in their hearts 
have light: all others are groping in darkness. 
Little wonder that human affairs are in a horrible 
mess. Men, walking in the darkness of unregenerate 
worldly wisdom and buffeted by the currents and 
cross-currents of pride, greed and hate, are trying 
to engineer a peaceful social order, ignoring the 
One who came into this world as the Light of the 
world. The world desperately needs more Chris- 
tians to shed their light in darkness and to produce 
those Christians is the great task of the Church. 


The more the light of the Gospel shines into 
a world which loves darkness more than light, the 
more clearly will be seen the fact and the effect of 


The Gospel divides between right and wrong. 
Purity is the enemy of impurity, love of hatred, 
generosity of greed, unselfishness of selfishness. 
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We speak with complacency, or it may be with 
concern, about a “worldly church’? but we are 
actually confronted with a tragedy of first magni- 
tude. A ship half filled with water is a derelict. A 
church in which worldliness is unrebuked is a 
church with an impaired testimony. 


There can be no compromise between truth and © 


error. There can be no mixing of light and darkness. 
There must be no truce between right and wrong. 


Despite the fact that error and darkness and 
wrong are so strongly entrenched in the world the 
Christian has no right to become a_ pessimist. 
There is One who came because of sin and who 
triumphed over it. 


The Christian is the only person in the world 
who can be an optimist. But, let his optimism be 
based on faith in the power of the Son of God, not 
in the accomplishments of man, “That, according 
as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in 
the Lord.” 
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Christ warned his followers of the conflict they 
faced. He said, “I came not to send peace, but a 
sword.” The inner conflict with the old nature js 
very real, but He gives the victory. The outward 
conflict with an unbelieving and sinful world js 
equally real. Pacifism is no more possible in the 
spiritual world than it is in the material. 


The Gospel brings a division thank God, which 
seems to place us in a hopeless minority, one with 
Christ makes but a majority. The story is told of 
someone who said to Lincoln, “I am sure that God 
is on our side,” and to that Lincoln replied, “My 
concern is that I may be on God’s side.”’ 


Every individual in this world is on one side or 
the other, but, only those who have accepted the 
Gospel of redemption through our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ are on the right side. We are either 
separated from or separated to Christ. 


—L.N.B. 


Letter From An Elder 


Selma, Ala. 
September 22, 1847. 
Editor, 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Sir: 


I have read the article, “Driving A Wedge,” by 


Dr. Lingle, published in The Observer, with great 
interest, and I was glad that if an article such as 
this just had to be written, that it should have 
been by Dr, Lingle—a man who has rendered such 
distinguished service over so long a period of time 
in our Church, and whose articles are looked for- 
ward to by a host of people everywhere because 
they are always written in a kindly Christian spirit, 
and are on subjects that are of interest at the 
moment. 


I was glad too, because his article caused me to 
read again Eph. 4:1-6, and Gal. 5:22. With my 
makeup, I need to read these often, and it was 
good of Dr. Lingle to have these in mind as he 
wrote because that in itself placed his article on 
high ground, and I know I should have stopped 
there but I did not. I turned back to Galatians II 
and read that chapter. I found Paul saying this: 
“But when [Peter came to Antioch, I withstood him 
to his face, because he was to be blamed.” Then I 
realized that when two such great, such holy, such 
noble, men as Peter and Paul felt it necessary to 
come to grips over vital issues, that it is also the 
business of Christian men today to contend for 
the faith. And inasmuch as Dr. Lingle makes the 
point that there are now certain ones in our 
Church who are seeking to drive a wedge between 
the ministers and laymen of the Church, it cer- 
tainly must not go unchallenged. 


‘That is the most serious charge that has been 
laid against any group since I have been a member 
of this Church, which has covered a period of 
sixty years. And it has been laid against a group 
whose lives have been an inspiration to me. Some 
of those men I know 
think and what they 


ersonally. I know what they 
elieve and what they live. _ 


pected them to stay that way. Is the 


There comes to my mind a verse in First Kings 
18:17: “And it came to pass, when Ahab saw 
Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, ‘art thou he that 
troubleth Israel?’ ’”? Neither one denied that Israel 
was in trouble, great trouble. The question was, 
whose was the responsibility? No one denies today 
that our Church is in trouble, great trouble. Who 
is it that troubleth Israel today? Dr. Lingle has, I 
believe, laid his hand on the wrong crowd, as Ahab 
did long ago, The disturbers are closer to him than 
he thinks. I am certain that no one, not even Dr. 
Lingle, would charge that any one of those who s0 
ably defended the cause before the last General 
Assembly, had anything to do with bringing to the 
attention of the Church, the matter of our beloved 
Church being absorbed by the Northern Church. 
That is his Charge No. 1, but it won’t work there. 
That is certainly a disturbing issue, but it is not 
our baby, and: we are willing to drop it forever. 


I am sure that anyone would have a fight on his 
hands if he accused any one of this group of being 
responsible in any way, for our Church having 
fallen so low that she finds herself a member of 
the Federal Council. As I read the Old Testament 
I find that there was one thing that seemed to be 
on the heart of God as He tried to establish Israel 
in Canaan. It seemed to loom large in His mind. 
He was earnest and particular; He even seemed t0 
be a little severe about it. That was the absolute 
necessity of Israel] keeping her blood-stream pure. 
God made men, white, black, and yellow, — ye 

edera 
Council behind this program? Is the Northern 
Church behind this program which God seems 
have ordained for the world? No, a thousand 
times no; on the other hand, they seem to be bent 
on breaking into the will of God in this respect, 
— making his ideal for the human race null an 
voi 


Does Dr. Lingle think that any of us look with 
complacency on our being absorbed by a church 
that has 1,200 ministers who deny the importance 
over their own signatures of five doctrines which 
we hold precious and essential, the truth of the 
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ley tly Scriptures; the factuality of the Virgin Birth 
ta christ, His Miracles, His sacrifice on Calvary 
is tisfy divine justice and reconcile us to God, 
ard #4 His resurrection? This thing was not done in 


8 HZ corner, Their Assembly knew about it, and not 
the mly did nothing about it, but elected one of the 

ing-leaders moderator of that body just a few 
: eats agO. Yes, We Elders have done wrong in. 
Ich eting the ministers run the thing for so long a 
ith @... with no “check up.” But let Dr. Lingle tell 
of sin his own words where the trouble lies, I 
rod mote: “Another thing that has kept our elders 
My Bhict in our Church courts is that they feel that the 

ministers KNOW MOre about the questions under 

jiscussion than they do. That is a very natural 
or Boling. Ministers give their whole time to the 
the nrk of the Church. Elders can give only a margin 
os {their time. Not only so but practically all minis- 


es have had three years or more of intensive 
tudy in our theological seminaries. Among other 
hings they studied the history and organization 
yf the Church from the days of the Apostles to 
he present. They have made a special study of 
he history of the Presbyterian Church in all lands, 
vith emphasis upon the study of the Presbyterian 
urch in America. Many of our ministers have 
worked with interdenominational organizations. A 
age number of our ministers have had pastorates 
na number of different Presbyteries, and in a 


ministers have held pastorates in the Presbyterian 
hurch U.S.A, By their training and by their 
experience, our ministers have had the opportunity 
0 learn a great deal about the Church in general, 
ud our own Church in particular. If in the face 
day @f all these opportunities, ministers do. not know 
yho fore about the Church, its work, its organization, 
s, I Mts history, than the average elder, they should be 
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ashamed of themselves.” Thats just it; thats the 
milk in the cocoanut. Thats putting it where we 
have always thought it belonged, Right in the 
seminaries. Ministeral students seem to be taught 
there everything except the one great central fact 
of history, that “Jesus came to seek and to save 
that which was lost.” Is it any wonder that you can 
go into many Southern Presbyterian Churches to- 
day, and hear the preacher preach and come away 
with the feeling that that particular minister has 
mever gripped the fact that all the people to whom 
he speaks, will over a period of sixty years either 
be in heaven or hell? I heard a great sermon 
recently, in which the minister stated that every- 
body was in one of two classes: One represented 
by the thief on the Cross who went out into outer 
darkness unrepentant. The other represented by 
the one who looked up into the face of Jesus and 
said, “Lord, remember me when thou cometh into 
They Kingdom.” 


The very serious charge that Dr. Lingle makes 
against us cannot be substantiated. We are not 
trying to drive a wedge between the ministers and 
the laymen, What we are deeply concerned about, 
is that we are facing an eternity, many of us, 
without God, and we are tired of the sort of 
preaching we are getting for the most part. We 
don’t care to hear any more about union with the 
Northern Church. We want to get out of the 
Federal Council, whose trend is toward Socialism. 
We root back in Americanism, pure and simple. 
We believe in our country and in her God. We 
would have done with lesser things; “Sirs we would 
see Jesus!” 

P, T. Shanks, 
Elder, Presbyterian Church, 
Selma, Alabama. 


Dr. 

te -Partaking Of Other Men’s Sins 
oe | By Rev. H. Waddell Pratt, D.D. 


not | Columbia, S. C. 


his Ble Word of God commands us not to partake 
Mf other men’s sins. I Tim. 5:22. , 


ng There are undoubtedly a number of ways in which 
. ve can partake of other men’s sins; that is, with- 
ent Mut actually committing the sin ourselves, be just 


be BP tulty as if we did. 

nd. #§ Some years ago five men drove up to a filling 
to #Bation in South Carolina for the purpose of rob- 
ute Py. One of their number got out of the car and 
re. Murdered the owner of the filling station. All 
ve Were executed for murder, 

ra 
orn Another case was when a certain man hired an- 
to ter to murder a man whom he considered his 


‘lemy. The enemy was murdered and both the 
ent mers were executed. 


_ The courts have frequently condemned as guilty 

et Tequired corporations to pay damages when 
oe truck driver by his careless driving injured 
© property or life of others. : 


oo when any one acting as our representative, 
mmits a sin, God says that: we are partaking of 


that sin, a i i i 
“pte: Br Wwe are as guilty as if we committed 


Our Church is a member of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches. Whatever the Council does as our 
representative, we do, Whatever the officials elect- 
ed — the Council do as representing the Council, 
we do. 


When therefore the President of the Council 
declares that while salvation through the shed blood 
of Christ seems to meet the needs of such people 
as belong to the Church of God, the Nazarenes, the 
Pentecostalists and the like, salvation for the rest 
of us is not by the blood, but by some other way, 
the President of the Council is not only treading 
under foot the blood of the Son of God and doing 
despite to the Holy Spirit, but we are partaking 
of this sin. 


When the Federal Council employs as its radio 


| preacher a man who denies the Virgin birth of 


Christ, that is, one who proclaims Christ to be a 
bastard, one born out of wedlock, and continues 
to honor him after he thus has dishonored our 
Lord, we are as guilty as the Council and their 
preacher of blasphemy against God. 


It has been frequently stated in the press that 


those who are opposed to our Church continuing 
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as a member of the Council are issuing propaganda 
and conducting conferences in which a one-sided 
view of the Federal Council is presented; that the 
many good things the Council has done and pro- 
poses to do, are not mentioned. 


The principle underlying such attempts to de- 
fend the Council is the same as that which under- 
lies the contention that a man’s sins can be offset 
by good deeds, that a man may be very guilty in 


certain ways, but if he does good in other ways, he > 


should receive our commendation and support. 


For example, back in the old days fifty years 
ago in the community where I lived there was a 
very popular saloon keeper. He had the largest 
business of the kind in the city. He made more 
drunkards than any other in the saloon business. 
He was especially successful in getting hold of 
young men and destroying them. But he was not 
a drinker himself. He was one of the kindest, most 
charitable men in the city to those in need. Let any 
one be suffering from want or sickness and the 
fact be brought to his attention, he would be the 
first to help. He had the reputation of being a good 
father, a good neighbor and a good citizen. 


Now no one would say that when you exposed the 
evil that he did, you were giving a one-sided 
view of him. No matter how many good things he 
did, he could never atone for the destruction he 


caused by his business, 


Hence no matter how many good things the Fed- 
era] Council has done or may do, if it deliberatly 
does that which is a sin against God and persists 
in that sin, (and to persist in a sin is not to 
publicly confess it as sin and repudiate it and 
thus have it cleansed by the shed blood of Christ 
which alone can cleanse from sin), our Church, 
by continuing a member of the Council, becomes a 
partaker of these unconfessed and unrepudiated 
sins. 


One of these sins is to elect as President one who 
es justification by the shed blood of 
rist. 


Another of these sins of the Council was to 
publicly and officially engaged in worship of the 
Virgin Mary and unite in prayers for the dead 
and — flagrantly violate the First Command- 
ment. 


Another is to have employed as a radio speaker 
one who taught the Lord Jesus Christ was born 
out of wedlock and hence is a bastard, 


Unless the Southern Presbyterian Church wants 
to continue to be partakers of these blasphemies 
against God, the only thing we can do is to with- 
draw from the Council. 


In the case of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
there is a very serious matter involved which may 
not apply to other members of the Council. 


The Federal Council has maintained a lobby in 
Washington and has used its influence and power 
to try to bring about various forms of legislation 
by the government. The Council advertizes the 
fact that they are trying to influence legislation 
and is proud of what they may have done. 


However praiseworthy the members of the Coun- 
cil and the denominations the Council represents 
may regard these efforts, the ministers and elders 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church who voted 
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—— ALL FOR $1.00 


The Season’s Greatest Bargain! 

We will send you two packages of Greeting 
Cards—one Christmas and one Everyday— 
each containing an assortment of 12 Scrip. 
ture and Non-Scripture Text Cards and one 
box of beautiful Scripture Text Stationery: 
a regular $1.50 value for only $1.00 and 
FREE our Christmas Catalog of Religious 
Gifts. 


THE CHRISTIAN LIGHT PRESS 
Dept. A-417R Elizabethtown, Pa, 


Free to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sun 
day School or Missionary Superintendent, one 
copy of “Take No Thought” for each family in 
his congregation providing he will agree to give 
a talk on Tithing before distribution. Write 
stating number of leaflets desired to: Tither, 
417-SP South Hill Street, Los Angeles 13, Calif, 


to enter the Council, and after entering, voted t 


stay in, when they took their ordination vov 
swore to uphold the following: 


Confession of Faith, Chapter XXXI, Par. Il 
‘“Synods and Councils are to handle or conclu 
nothing, but that which is ecclesiastical: and : 


not to intermeddle with civil affairs which co 


cern the commonwealth unless by way of hum 


petition in cases extraordinary; or by way of a 


vice for satisfaction of conscience, if they | 
thereunto required by the civil magistrate.” 


When the Federal Council, into membership « 


which certain ministers and elders, members 


several assemblies, voted us, conducts lobbies | 
intermeddle in legislation in Washington and! 
many other ways seeks to influence legislatio 


either directly or indirectly, we, because represell 
ed by the Council, are intermeddling in civil affam 


which concern the commonwealth, and those Wi 
are responsible for making the Federal Coune 
our representative, have violated their ordinatit 
Vows. 


If therefore the rank and file of the Presbytent 
elect men to the General Assembly who are kno 
to favor the violation of their oaths when the 


were ordained and after being elected membegy 


of the General Assembly they do vote to rema 
in the Federal Council and thus violate their 0% 
of office as set forth in the article of faith abo 
quoted, not only are they guilty, but every mem” 
of a Presbytery who voted for such is also gull 
of a wilful violation of his ordination vows. 


Experience has shown that our little group 
representatives on the Federal Council is imp 
to bring about repentance and confession of sil! 
the part of the Council, hence the only way 
which we can come clean before God is to repuu” 
the Federal Council and to withdraw from ™ 
bership in it. 
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Sun- 

Inactive Church 

gir Members 

Increased Attendance Goal O! 
Program Of Progress Objective 


Concern igs expressed throughout the General 
Assembly by ministers and church officers over the 
oss of power for our churches through the propor- 
ion of members who are not faithful in church 
ttendance and activities, including Sunday school. 


This is not a new thing: it has been a scource of 
rave concern down the years. Many plans have 
meen made to counteract it; many new ideas 
ymevolved to attract the people have been tried and 
jmome have been fairly successful. But the fact re- 

ins that none has brought the results hoped 
or, - is said. There still are inactive church 
lembers, 


@ The planners of the Presbyterian Program of 
togress have given much thought to this matter; 
ave prayed over it, discussed methods and finall 
pproved Church Attendance and Christian Growt 

mm one of the major objectives of the five-year 
togram which, when presented to the 1947 General 
assembly, was adopted. It stands now as one of 
ne real challenges before the Church for accomp- 
before 1952. 


Believing that Christian Growth is impossible 
athout renewed emphasis upon Church attendance, 
7 Program of Progress committee recommends 
get “every church ... make a careful check on 
mmendance of its members, and ... an effort to 
qe Uact and enlist those who have not been faithful 
id regular in their church attendance.” 


“melon Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., an 
member of the Assembly’s Committee on Evan- 
clism, has prepared a leaflet on “Inactive Church 
embers,” which has been distributed to ministers 
a. H. H. Thompson, Atlanta, director of Evan- 
ism in the Assembly. This booklet, those who 
ot amudied it say, “strikes to the heart of the 


He opens his leaflet with this statement: “Every 
istor is distressed in mind and heart by the large 


Dr. Donald W. Richardson, of the faculty of 


PRESSYTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


number of inactive church members whose names 
are on his roll. They have apparently lost their 
first love, lost their interest in the church, and 
are lost to the visible cause of Christ. The church 
needs their service of worship and of work to 
witness to the power of Christ’s Gospel and to 
those moral and spiritual values for which the 
church stands. They should be found, reclaimed 
and restored to a fuller measure of satisfaction in 
the Christian faith and life. They should be per- 
suaded that their Church offers them the satisfying 
spiritual experience and fellowship which are found 
in Christ alone. They should be convinced that their 
indifference is spiritually hurtful to themselves 
and a hindrance to the cause of Christ. = 
should be encouraged to accept anew their fu 
Christian responsibility and to reaffirm that loyalty 
which they promised when they were received 
into the membership of the Church.” 


Doctor Richardson calls attention to the fact 
that the Book of Church Order provides for dealing 
with two classes of inactive Church members—the 
Non-Resident Members, and the Inactive Resident 
Members, and suggests that each church session 
obtain from Dr. H. H, Thompson, Atlanta, director 
of Evangelism in the Assembly, appropriate cards 
to be used by ministers in notifying ministers of 
communities into which church members have 
gone, and also, to obtain from him sample cards 
for use in reclaiming inactive members. 


The leaflet points out that “in addition to the 
special spiritual concern,’’ there should be a definite 
united effort and program for reclaiming inactive 
members. Doctor Richardson suggests some such 
program as the following which has been used suc- 
cessfully in other denominations: 


1. “Let the session prepare carefully a complete > 
list of inactive members. 


2..“Classify them as follows: (a) The sick, aged 
and inform. (b) Those who are no longer resident 
in the community. (c) Those accessible to the 
Church, ‘able to be active but inactive by choice’ 


simple neglect. 


8. “Make out cards with the name and address 
of each inactive Church member to be visited. 
Leave room| on the card for noting the reasons 
and excuses given for the individual’s lack of 
interest and activity. 
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4. “In addition to the elders of the Church select 
other consecrated members of the Church—men, 
women, and young people—who will agree to go 
out two by two to talk and pray with those whose 
names are given to them ...” 


Doctor Richardson’s leaflet lists eight more steps 
to be taken to fully reinlist the inactive members. 
He suggests that in order to prevent the inactive 
ones from feeling that they have been “singled out 
and set apart” that the church should conduct a 
complete home visitation program, carrying some 
special literature into the homes, Some definite 
objective or closing goal should be designated 
preceding the visitation; that visitors should con- 
vince those visited of the church’s need of them, 
and that opportunity should be made for a re- 
dedication or covenant renewal*service at the next 
Communion service in the church. 


One important feature of such a program, 
Doctor Richardson states, is the enlistment of the 
shut-ins for continual prayer, for the success of 
this special effort to re-enlist those who seem to 
have lost interest. He also suggests that a “follow- 
up”’ visitation plan should be worked out since not 
all inactive members will respond to the first call, 
but will welcome the second opportunity. 


The Committee on Evangelism also has sent to 
the pastors a copy of a 2 oat “Reclaiming 
Inactive Members,” which has been prepared by 
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constant work to bring the people back, and con 
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another denomination, and which has _brough 
satisfactory results when used effectively, 
cording to Doctor Thompson. 


Repeatedly it has been pointed out by promote 
of the Program of Progress that, like the prover}; 
chain which is as strong as the weakest link, ¢} 
success of this five-year program will depend nm 
only on the necessary money-raising feature, }y 
on the careful attention paid to the developmey 
to the fullest extent of each of the other fp 
‘major objectives as they touch the lives an 
influence the hearts of the individuals who mak 
up the General Assembly. Each objective is soy! 
searching, indeed the planners from the very fir; 
found this to be true—themselves pausing ofte 
in prayer—and the concensus was that “the visio; 
of our Church needed as never before and movin 
with new healing and saving power, is meaningles 
except as it becomes the personal business 
individual ‘Presbyterians.”’ 


So the goal for Church Attendance and Chri 
tian Growth seeks rededication of inactive men 
bers to lives of renewed Christian strength an 
vigor, and increased attendance in Sunday scho 
up to a minimum of 80 per cent of the enrollment 
This goal will be attained only through the praye 
and constant effort of each individual member 


stant prayer for a season of spiritual enrichma 
in the whole life and work of the Church. 


The Book Of Ezekiel (IT) 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the eighteenth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 


brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


There are two passages in the book of Ezekiel 
which call for special comment. These are the 
passages concerning Gog and Magog and the last 
nine chapters of the book, which deal with the 
glorious vision of the Temple. We shall first con- 


sider the passage which treats of Gog and Magog. 


Gog And Magog 


This section is of importance, because of its 
unique position in the message of prophecy. There 
are devout Christian people who believe that this 
passage has reference to nations of the present day. 
In discussing this prophecy I would quote what 
I have written elsewhere:! “ ‘The chapters contain- 
ing this prophecy follow immediately Ezekiel’s 
vision of the dry bones and the glorious statement 
that the children of Israel shall be returned to 
their land where David will be their king, and they 
shall truly be the Lord’s people, and He will be 
their God (chapter 37). This state of things is 
to endure forever. 


1The Presbyterian Guardian, Feb. 25, 1940, art- 
icle, “‘“Gog and Magog: Does the Bible predict the 
Russo-German Alliance?” | 


to say that the primary reference of these phras 


“In our opinion, these three chapters (37, 
and 39), form a unit. Thus, the reading of Cha 
ter 87 raises in our minds certain questions: W 
there be no enemies who will seek to overthr 
and to destroy God’s people, and so to sever the 
from their God? It is to chapters 38 and 39 ti 
we must turn to discover the answer. There it 
made plain that such enemies will exist and t 
they will be mighty and powerful, but the Le 
knoweth His own. With them He hath made! 
everlasting covenant that cannot be broken, # 
as for their enemies, He Himself will destroy th 
utterly. The prophecy is therefore, above all, 
message of comfort to God’s people. 


“Ezekiel tells us when the enemy will app 
It is to be ‘after many days’ (38:8), ‘in the latk 
years’ (38:8), and ‘in the latter days’ (38:16 
Within the limited scope of this article, we 
not enter into detailed argument, but suffice 


we are convinced, is to this present New Te 
ment age, which was ushered in by the app 
ance of our Lord upon earth. (Read carefully, 
this connection, the following New estameé 
passages, and note the use which they make 


such phrases as ‘in the end of these days,’ 7 
last days,’ and so forth: Acts 2:17, Hebrews !: 
I Peter 1:20, I John 2:18, Jude 18.) 
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“When, therefore, these latter days have come 
and Israel is again established in her land (38:8), 
when, to use other words, the promised Messiah 
has appeared and the tabernacle of God is among 
men (cf. 48:35) and the incarnate Son of God has 
wrought our peace upon the cross, then ferocious 
enemies will appear who will attempt to destroy 
those for whom He died. Yes, even the very gates 
of hell will seek to prevail against His Church, But 
God is God and He will destroy the enemies of 
His people. Through Him, and through Him alone, 
the redeemed shall prevail. 


“But how is Ezekiel to present these truths? 
Surely not through the medium of New Testa- 
ment language, for he was an Old Testament 
prophet. He spoke, therefore, as an Old Testa- 
ment prophet, and used the thought-forms of his 
day as vehicles for his truths, Characteristically, 
he employed imagery for this purpose. How better 
could he convey the truth that enemies would at- 
tack God’s people, even after the promised re- 
demption had come, than by employing the names 
of contemporary nations, which were known to 
him, as symbols to represent a great alliance of 


the hosts of evil? It is precisely this, so it seems 


to us, that he does. He uses the figure of a great 
confederacy of nations of his day which seeks to 
destroy God’s people ‘upon the mountains of 
Israel.’ This confederacy, headed by Gog, repre- 
sents the allied forces of those who would oppose 
the Lord and His redeemed. In their enterprise, 
however, these enemies are ingloriously defeated. 
Indeed, so inglorious and complete is their de- 
feat, that Ezekiel symbolically represents the fact 
by saying that Israel shall be seven years in burn- 
ing their weapons and seven months in burying 
their dead. Thus, God’s people may truly be con- 
vinced that God can defend them from all ill. 


“Which, however, are the nations that Ezekiel 
hames as taking part in the confederacy against 
Israel? The answer to this question is indeed diffi- 
cult. Not all of these nations can be identified with 
certainty, and there is serious disagreement among 
devout students of the Bible as to the proper 
identification. Ezekiel seems to place at the head 
of the conspiracy Gagaia, by which he may have 
had in mind Carchemish?2 From the name of this 
land, Gagaia, he seems to build the names Gog 
and Magog. He next chooses nations which were 
hear to Gagaia, namely the Moschi and Tibareni 
(Meshech and Tubal). Then, from the world as it 
was known to his hearers, he mentions nations 
which were both near and remote, Persia, Ethiopia, 
Phut (possibly the East Africans), Gomer (per- 
haps the Cimmerians) and Togarmah (probably 
the ancient district corresponding to Armenia). 
These nations serve merely as the symbols by which 
Ezekie] seeks to portray the power and might of 
the enemies of God’s redeemed people. 


“The prophecy, therefor, does not refer pri- 
marily to any one particular historical event, nor 
Was it intended to do so. Hence, to seek to find 
lts fulfillment in events taking place in the world 

y is to miss the point entirely. To treat it as 
though it were merely history written in advance 
ls to betray an ignorance of its true nature. On the 
other hand, how rich and —t is this 
prophecy when properly understood? t reveals 


4In making these identifications, we do not wish 
to be dogmatic. There are tremendous difficulties 
Involved here, and we are merely indicating the 
utifications which seem to us to be most prob- 
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clearly to us Christians how strong are the prin- 
cipalities and powers that would overthrow us. 
Yet this fact should not cause us discouragement, 
since the greatness of our foes only serves to re- 
veal to us again how much greater is our God. 
‘Their rock is not as our Rock’ and ‘there is none 
like unto the Lord our God.’ In the name of our 
sovereign Jehovah, we shall surely conquer.” 


This comforting prophecy of Gog and Magog 
prepares the way for the glorious vision which is 
revealed in the last nine chapters of the prophecy. 


The Temple Of God 


The second passage which requires discussion 
is found in Chapters 40-48. In these remarkable 
chapters we are presented with a detailed picture 
of the Temple and its service. What, however, is 
the meaning of this passage? We must first con- 
sider the view that these chapters of Ezekiel were 
written earlier than certain portions of the Pen- 
tateuch (the so-called priestly portions). It has been 
argued, and indeed is one of the favorite tenets of 
the dominant critical school that the book of 
Ezekiel exhibits certain deviations from the laws 
of Leviticus, and therefore must be earlier than 
those laws. For example, in these latter chapters 
of Ezekiel there is no mention of the high priest, 
whereas, on the other hand, much is said about the 
high priest in Leviticus. A prophet, so it is argued, 
would never dare to go contrary to the written 
Law. Hence, by some it is concluded that when 


_ Ezekiel wrote, the Law was not in existence. 


There is a second view which is widely held to- 
day. Unlike the view which we have just stated, 
this one is not held by destructive criticism but 
by devout Christian people. Nevertheless, it is as 
erroneous as is the first view. It maintains that 


in these chapters of Ezekiel we have a picture of 


the millennial Temple and of Israel restored to her 
land. This position, however, is untenable. For one 
thing, it should be noted that the high priest is not 
mentioned in these chapters, Again, if these chap- 
ters are to be carried out literally, it follows (see 
48:8ff.) that the Temple will not be in the city 
Jerusalem. 


What then is the proper interpretation of these 
chapters? In order to answer this question we must 
ask another, What is the purpose of these chapters? 
To the answer of this question let us now turn our 
attention. 


Part of the ministry of the prophet was to com- 
fort the exiles and to remind them of the coming 
salvation. The exile was a punishment for their 
sins, but the exile would have an end. God had 
not forgotten His promises. There would come a 
day when Israel would return to her land and would 
worship the Lord in spirit and in truth. 


How was Ezekiel to present these truths to the 
people? He would present them by means of 
symbolism. He was a priest as well as a prophet. 
Hence, he presents these truths by the use of 
symbols chosen from the priestly service. He sets 
forth in elaborate detail the description of a Temple 
and of its worship. 


It is obvious that the prophet never intended 
these descriptions to be taken literally. It is clear 
that he was using figurative or symbolical language. 
Every attempt to follow out his directions literally 
leads to difficulty. We have already indicated that 
a literal construction of the forty-eighth chapter 
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ro agg place the Temple outside the city of Jerusa- 
em. 


The whole description comes to a striking climax 
in the very last words of the prophecy. “The Lord 
is there.”” This is the heart of the whole descrip- 
tion. The prophet, by means of his elaborate de- 
scription, is depicting a time when there will be 
true worship of the Lord. In an earthly temple? 
No, for the prophet does not even mention an 
earthly high priest. But in spirit and in truth. In 
other words, this elaborate a. is a pic- 
ture of the Messianic age. The Lord is present. 
That is the chief characteristic of this picture. 
The Lord dwells in the midst of His people. 


To us this may seem a strange way of setting 
forth the truth. We would probably be inclined 
to employ straightforward, narrative prose. But 
We must never forget that the prophets of the 
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Old Testament often employed dark speeches and 
figurative Pg gay They did not receive their 
messages in a clear and direct manner as did 
Moses, and hence, they often pone their mes. 
sages in the shadowy form of the Old Covenant, 
But, they spoke of Christ, and Ezekiel also, under 
this strange symbolism, was, we believe, speaking 
of Christ, Ezekiel, therefore, was not in conflict 
with the Pentateuch nor was he describing a literal 
‘Temple, to exist during the millennium. He was, 
a a — peculiar to himself, preaching Jesus 
rist. 


The Book of Ezekiel is not as well known among 


Christians as it should be. We should read this 
interesting prophecy more frequently, for here we 
will find warning and admonition, but also pre. 
dictions and comfort. And above all, here we will 
find Jesus Christ, the aim and goal of true pro- 
phecy. | . —Edward J, Young. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Nov. 2: Christian 
Standards Of Conduct 


Scripture: James 3:5; Acts 4:1-10. Devotional 
Reading: Proverbs 12:13-22. 


The Book of Proverbs, the Sermon on the 
Mount, and the Epistle of James, all deal with 
practical Christianity—they all hold out Stand- 
ards of Conduct. It is very fitting that our De- 
votional Reading should be selected from Pro- 
verbs, and that it should deal largely with the 
tongue, for the tongue is a good indicator of con- 
duct: we are known by our words, the mouth 
betrays the heart, and the heart rules our con- 
duct There is a sharp contrast between the “lying 
tongue,” and “the lip of truth’; “lying lips are 
abomination to the Lord; but they that deal truly 
are his delight” 


Turning now to James, we see that he devotes — 


almost an entire chapter to: : 


The Control of the Tongue: James 3:1-12, Teach- 
ers (and preachers), use their tongues a great 
deal: they are also judged by severer standards 
than others, for they are moral and spiritual 
leaders: how important, therefore, for us to con- 
trol the instrument we use so constantly! This 
solemn thought should make us slow to aspire to 
either position. 


But other people, too, use their tongues, so 
this chapter is not without its warning to all. 


We stumble in many ways: if we stumble not 
in our speech we may be counted on to control the 
rest of our bodies. James uses sOme very simple 
but startling illustrations of the power of the 
tongue. The tongue is like a bit in a horse’s mouth, 
or a rudder on a ship: both bit and rudder are 
small, but they turn the horse or the ship, A small 
spark kindles a great fire, and the tongue is a fire! 
How it burns, hurts, destroys, spreads. This fire is 
kindled in hell. What an awful figure of speech, 


and yet how tremendously true! The awful fires we 
see raging in the moral and spiritual world, must 
have their origin in the bottomless pit, May not 
some of the imagery used in Revelation point to 
this? (Let us remember that there is another side 
to this: that tongues can also be set on fire from 
Heaven. They were at ‘Pentecost. Pray that our 
= may be touched like those on that great 


day. 


There are strange and bewildering contradictions 
in the tongue. Deadly poison and healing medi- 
cine do not come out of the same bottle; and yet 
the same tongue can sometimes hurt and _ heal. 
We have seen this: nay, we have experienced it in 
our own lives, it may be. Out of the same mouth 
proceed blessings and cursing; we bless God and 
Wwe curse men; we sing some glorious hymn of 
praise to God, and then in the next breath, some 
silly, or even ribald song. In Nature such a thing 
is unthinkable: springs do not yield both salt water 
and fresh; fig trees do not bear olives, or a grape- 
vine, figs. Our twisted tongues are a proof of 
our total depravity—every part of man is touched 


and tainted by sin. 
No man can tame the tongue; it takes the grace | 
to 


and almighty power of . perform this 
amazing miracle. It has been done; it can be done 
again, A swearing tinker can be turned into a 
sublime preacher and writer; unclean lips cal 
still be touched with coals of fire from off the 
altar. “Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; 
keep the door of my lips.” 


“The Meekness of Wisdom”: James 3:13-18. The 
wisest men in the world, are the humblest, for they 
realize how little and limited is their knowledge. 
True wisdom never makes men proud, haughty; 
overbearing, without sympathy for ignorant men. 


How can a man show true wisdom? By a good 
life and good deeds. Real wisdom does not - 


itself to a sinful life; it never causes bitter jeal- 
ousy and strife. 
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There is a false, counterfeit wisdom which is 
“earthly, sensual, devilish.” The devil.is very subtle. 
Where his sort of wisdom prevails—and we are 
afraid that it does in many high places, even 
among the so-called leaders of the world—then we 
have confusion and every evil deed.’”’ Is not this 
the explanation of the utter and heart-breaking 
confusion of our world today? Demon-like, earth- 
ly, sensual wisdom has supplanted God-given wis- 
dom es many schools, colleges, universities and 
councils. 


What a beautiful picture James gives of the 
wisdom which comes down from above! “First 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, conciliatory, over- 
flowing with mercy and _ good (fruits, without 
partiality, and without insincerity.” If we had this 
kind of wisdom among the leaders of the world, 
what a wonderful world we would have! 


Friendship with the World: James 4:1-10. Wars— 
fightings, murderers, sinful “lusts’—these are the 
marks of the world—a world dominated by sin 
and Satan. Is it possible that we are having 
these things among us—followers of the Christ? 
If so, then we are “adulterers and adulteresses”’; 
we have been unfaithful to our marriage vow, for 
the church is the bride of Christ; she is to keep 
herself “unspotted from the world.” To be a 
“friend” of such a world is to be the enemy of 
God, These are solemn, searching words of James; 
they need to be pondered much by the church of 
our day, when the spirit of worldliness seems to be 
permeating the church. Is not this one reason why 
there are so many independent sects, and also why 
they are growing by leaps and bounds, while our 
regular churches are lagging far behind? May we 


purge ourselves of this friendship with the world, © 


that God may visit us with a gracious revival, Let 


us not be proud of our money, our buildings, our | 


numbers; the spirit of the world is the spirit of 
pride. God resists the proud, Remember Laodicea. 
“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and 
He shall lift you up.” | 


Beware of Judging Others: James 4:11-13. We 
have all we can do to untangle ourselves from 
the world and keep ourselves from its sin: let us 
not add to our sins by speaking evil of one an- 
other and judging one another. Turn and read 
what Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount. 
(Matthew 7:1-5). 


“It’s me, it’s me, O Lord, 
Standin’ in de need of prayer. , 
It’s not my sister nor my brother, 

But it’s me, O Lord, 
Standin’ in de need of prayer.” 


Life is Uncertain: James 5.1-6. The Bible has 
many ways of trying to impress upon us this very 
evident truth, and one that we seem to forget 
or overlook so easily, To compare life to a “‘vapor,”’ 
: mist, ought to help to “teach us how frail we 
re, 


The Wicked Rich: James 5:1-6. As in the case 
of the tongue, James emphasizes this phase of 
wealth—the evil side—and warns these wicked 
rich men of the miseries that will come upon them. 

hen we think of the money made in the man- 
ufacture and sale of strong drink, of the many 
tackets” run today to cheat people out of their 
eamings, of those who have sold their country to 
feather their own nests, of those who have Op- 
Pressed their fellow-men and fooled them, we can 
see how the “love of money” is a root of all kinds 
of evil. This paragraph is one of the most severe 
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TONGUE-TIED? 


Our timely tracts can help you give a good 
confession. Subscribe now to the reliable 
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ON REQUEST 


indictments we have in Scripture of those who sell 
their souls for gold. 


‘The Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh”: James 
5:7-11. The evils and injustice so common in the 
world demand a Day of Judgment: that day is 


surely coming, “‘Behold, the judge standeth before 
the door.” Let us wait patiently for that day to 


come. 
‘Swear Not’: James 5:12. Again James reverts 


- to one of the most common sins of the tongue, and 


one of the most inexcusable. Certainly there is 
nothing gained by swearing. The words are ugly, 
meaningless, profane: they do no good to men, 
and insult God; why use them’? If for every idle 
word that men shall speak they will be brought 
into judgment, how careful we should be? Let 
our “yea” be “yea,” our “‘nay,” nay.” 


We do not have space to touch on the three 
remaining topics: Dynamic Prayer,” 65:13-18, 
‘‘Soul-Winning, a Bless¢d Experience,’”’ 19-20, and 
Testifying With our Tongues, Acts 4:1-10. 


Lesson For Nov. 9: A Call To Right Living 
(Temperance Lesson) 


Scripture: I Peter; Daniel 1. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalms 24. 


The beautiful 24 Psalm forms a good introduc- 
tion to our lesson. A Holy God, the King of Glory, 
is Lord of all the earth, for He created it, The 
call to right living—to holy living—comes from 
Him. If we are to ascend into the hill of the Lord, 
or stand in His holy place, then we must have 
clean hands and a pure heart—for it is only the 
pure in heart who can see Him. If the King of 
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glory is to come into our hearts, we must prepare 
for His coming. Is it not a marvellous thought that 
He is willing to come in? 


I Peter is written to the “elect”? who are so- 
journers of the Dispersion—scattered Christians— 
who are facing a hostile world and having a hard 
time living and witnessing for Christ. The Apostle 
is grateful to God for the “abundant mercy” which 
has begotten us again unto (1) a living hope, by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, (2) an inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
and also for the power of God which guards them, 
and for the salvation of their souls—a salvation 
so great that prophets and angels are deeply inter- 


ested and desire to look into this manifestation of 


the grace of God. 


Having laid this foundation and motive for 
ej “right living,” he proceeds to issue His call to 
e; 


Holy Christians: I Peter 1:13-23. “Be ye holy, 
for I am Holy.” (Leviticus 11:43). This has al- 
ways been God’s call to His people. The whole 
Book of Leviticus—the Book of Worship—has this 
as its central and oft-repeated thought. Every- 
thing connected with the worship of God was to be 
holy: the priests, the people, the food they ate, 
the place they met with God. If this was true 
under the Old Dispensation of the Law, how much 
more should it be true of us today. What are some 
of the reasons for our living such lives? The first 
one is the “boon” which will be ours when our 
Lord re-appears. “‘He that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself even as He is pure.”’ A constant 
realization that our Savior may return at any mo- 
ment is an incentive to holy living. (See how Jesus 
stresses this in His parables relating to His Sec- 
ond Coming). The second is because we ought to 
be “obedient children.’”’ The proof of our love is 
our obedience. He has commanded us to live holy 
lives, separate from the world, The third is the 
right sort of fear—fear of the judgment of God, 
Who will look at our works. Then there follows the 
most tremendous reason of all—our Redemption 
through the precious blood of Christ. Surely we 
who have been bought with such a price cannot 
continue to live in sin and crucify afresh the Son 
of God and put Him to an open shame, (as Paul 
put it). The last reason is, that we have been 
“born again” and must show in our lives the 
fervent love which is ours through the Spirit 
of God. We are called also to be: 


Growing Christians: I (Peter 2:1 -3:13. If we are 
to grow we must lay aside those things which re- 
tard growth—wickedness, guile, hypocrisies, envies, 
evil speakings. A child cannot grow if he has some 
malignant disease: we must first cure the disease. 


Then we must have an appetite—“‘long for’— 
the sincere milk of the Word. Jesus says, “hunger 
and thirst after righteousness.”’ The Word of God 
is perfect food both for infants and for grown 
men and women. 


He now changes the figure, while keeping the 


same idea. We are to be “built up” a spiritual 


house. We are the temple of the Living God. 
Christ is the chief corner-stone—elect, precious— 
and upon Him we can safely build. 


In verse 9 we have the idea for the Church: “a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people, (a people for His own 
possession); that ye should show forth the praises 
of Him who has called you out of darkness into 
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His marvellous light.” If the heavens declare the 


glory of God, how much more should the church 
make known His excellencies! Would that the 
Church had always kept this ideal before her eyes! 


If we are to grow we must abstain from fleshly 
lusts which war against the soul; our behavior 
must be “seemly” among the Gentiles. This “seem. 
ly behavior” includes submission to every ordi- 
nance of man. Christians make the best—the most 
loyal and obedient—citizens of any land, 


Christian servants may exemplify this “seemly 
behaviour” in their subjection and service to their 
masters. The Great Example is Christ Himself— 
the Servant of Jehovah—who suffered in silence 
and bore our sins in His own body on the tree. The | 
picture of the Silent and Suffering Servant of God 
is one to be cherished by all servants who have 
hard masters. 


This “right living’ reaches the home life. Wives 
must be in subjection, and so live that their heath- 
en husbands may be won by their chaste manner 
of life and their simple outward dress and their 
inner adornment of a meek and quiet spirit. The 
thing which makes women beautiful—and men, too 
—is not jewelry and fine clothes and “make up” 
of face and hair, but the adornment -of the hidden 
man of the heart, This passage should be read 
and pondered, and prayed over in this.day when 
so much time and money is spent on this “out- 
ward adornment” and so little on the inner beauti- 
fying of the soul. Should there not be a very marked 
difference between the world and the church in 
these matters? The King’s daughter is to be all 
glorious within; she needs no jewelry, or fine and 
fancy clothes, or “make-up” of any sort. 


“Likewise ye husbands.” There must be no one- 
sided home life; the husband has his part and his 
duties as well as the wife. Paul puts it this way; 
“husbands love your wives even as Christ loved 
the Church and gave Himself for it.’? It could 
hardly be put more strongly. 


This “seemly behavior’ applies to ALL: in this 
way we GROW. , 


Suffering Christians: I Peter 3:15-4:19. “Better 
to suffer for doing right—than for doing evil.” 
Many are suffering for wrong doing—our jails 
and —— are overflowing. Many have suf- 

, and are suffering, for doing right—perse- 
cuted for the sake of righteousness and C 
These latter are blessed, Christ also suffered, the 
just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God. 


Our sufferings ought to purify our lives. If we 
suffer as Christian let us not be ashamed, but 
happy. We a to that great company of suf- 
— who have been made partakers of His suf- 
ferings. 


Humble Christians: “Be clothed with humility.” 
5:1-10. The elders are not to be “lords,” but “ex- 
amples.” Think of what has taken place in the 
Church under the Popes, prelates and other “lords 
over God’s heritage.” Will the Chief Shepherd— 
who was clothed with the beautiful garment 0 
humility—be pleased with His under shepherds 
who wear all the symbols of the pomp and pride 
of men—crowns, priestly garments, and insignia: 


All are to be subject to one another: “gird out 
selves with humility to serve one another.” (Was 
Peter thinking of that scene in the upper room!) 
God resists the proud, whether on an earthly 
throne or in some high position in the ch 
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The higher the position the more this admonition 
is needed. How Peter must blush with shame as 
he sees his name taken in vain by those who call 
him the “first pope’’! 


Humble Christians can cast all their care upon 
Him, knowing that He cares for him. They can 
be. sober, vigilant, resisting the devil. They will 


_be made perfect, established, strengthened, settled. 


But first of all they must be humble. This is the 
grace of graces for a Christ-like life. 


Courageous Christians: Daniel 1. This selection 
is especially for the younger groups, but is just 
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as instructive and interesting for the older. We 
need Daniels today, among our leaders, in both 
State and Church, Pray that we may have men and 
women who “Dare to be Different,” and prove 
themselves “ten times better” than the general run 
of politicians and men in high places. 


“Dare to be a Daniel; Dare to stand alone; 
Dare to have a Purpose true; Dare to make it 
own.” 


The Temperance application is obvious through- 
out the lesson. 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For 
November 
Nov. 2: 77,000 Americans 
Introduction 


The lesson committee has set aside this program 


for the purpose of making us familiar with the con- — 


tributions of the 77,000 Chinese who live within 
our borders. All too often we think only of chop 
suey, clean shirts, and China Town wars when we 
think of the Chinese in America, Actually many 
of these Chinese have been distinguished in the 
fields of science and on the field of battle. 


As we look at their contributions to us we need 
to remember that perhaps they would have been 
able to contribute far more had it not been for our 


Chinese Exclusion Acts of 1882 that kept the Chi- 


nese from becoming completely a part of us for 
a good many years. And too, we have often ex- 


_ ploited them as a source of cheap, hard-working 


labor. 


But as we study these people in our midst in 
our church we need to remember that no matter 
what they have contributed to us or what we have 
not done for them our primary concern as Chris- 
tians is for our spiritual ministry to them. Apart 
from this all else is secondary. Since we ap- 
proached this program from the standpoint of 
what they have contributed to us and what we 
have given to them perhaps we would do well to 
use a Scripture Lesson that would remind us of 
ri — and foremost responsibility to them spir- 
itually. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Acts 3:1-11) 


1. A Picture of Need. Verses 2-3. This lame man 
was both poor and helpless to the extent that he 


- could do nothing for himself. These Chinese about 


us are no different from all other men, regardless 
of color or culture. They, like all of us, are poor 
because they have no righteousness of their own 
before God (Rom. 3:9-10) and are helpless because 
no works of goodness or religious practise can 
ever bring them, or us, to God. (Rom. 3:20-21). 


2. An Awakening of Faith. Verses 4-6. (a) A 
Testimony Given. Verses 4-5, As Peter and John 
started into the temple this man asked alms of 
them. Peter said, ‘Look on us.’”? And the man gave 
heed. As these people have come into our midst we 
have said by virtue of our being members of the 
Christian church “Look on us.” And as they look 
they should see Christ in all His love and power. 
But all too often as they have looked on us they 
have seen self and sin, and have gone on to mock 
our selfishness and sin. (b) A Power bestowed. 


Verse 6. The man looked for some material gift. 


Men are always ready to receive material gifts. 
But Peter said, “Silver and gold have I none, but 
that which I have, give I unto thee: In the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.” 
And the man did. When Christians deal with people 
they need to turn the minds of men away from 
material things to spiritual power, and when the 
power comes men will have even better material 
things than otherwise, for the lame man did not 
get alms, he got more than alms, the power to 
walk. One of the Roman Popes is said to have 
taken one of the Roman Emperors into the 
church’s treasure house during the fourth century 
and said, “No longer must the church say ‘Silver 
and gold have I none.’”’? And the Emperor replied, 


_ Neither can it say, ‘Rise up and walk.”’ The church 


must bring spiritual power to the hearts and lives 
of men. Never must it become simply a good relief 
agency, nor must it permit in its life those things 
that would rob it of power, 


3. A Respect Created. Verse 11. When the peo- 
ple saw the miracle of grace and power they won- 
dered at the power and had respect for Peter’s 
message. If the church stoops to become just an- 
other social force and institution the world will 
soon lose respect and confidence, but as long as 
the church can produce the miracle of a trans- 
formed life the world will take notice and listen. 


Suggestions 


This program should be introduced with some 
material about the Chinese in our midst, proceed . 
to a study for the necessity emphasized in the 
Scripture lesson and conclude with a practical pres- 
entation of the work of the Chinese Mission in 
New Orleans. Material for contributions of the Chi- 
nese to our way of life and the history and work 
of the mission will be found in Presbyterian Youth. 
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Special Programs 


The remainder of the programs for this month 
will be given to a comparison of the differences of 
emphasis between our own denomination and those 
of other large denominations. This series should be 
approached by means of an understanding of the 
main outlines of the divisions of the Universal 
Church today, and a few words about the place 
and importance of individual denominations. 


The Universal Church of Christ today is divided 
into two great families—the Catholic and Protes- 


tant, but both of the names are misleading, for 


the word “Catholic’ ’means “universal’’ and the 
Catholics are not the universal church and the 
(Protestant has a positive message and is not merely 
a protesting group. 


The Catholic family is divided into three great 
families—the Roman Catholic, the Eastern Orth- 
odox, and the Old Catholic. The Protestant family 
is divided in about 256 groups but the main 
strength and overwhelming majority of the Protes- 
tant family is in the old line denominational fami- 
lies — Presbyterian, Methodist, and Episcopalian. 
The Baptists are strong, particularly in the south, 
but they technically claim that they are not Pro- 
testant because they have roots far back of the 
Reformation. 


The union movement of our day seems to be 
built upon the idea that all these Protestant groups 
must become one great church in order to have 
enough influence on the world to do any good. 
Were that so there should have never been any 
need for the Protestant Reformation. For a thou- 
sand years there was only one great Church, and 
in those days the church became so corrupt there 
had to be a Protestant Reformation, and the world 
became so dark and backward there had to be a 
Renaissance of culture. Bigness and union do not 
assure purity and power. 


As we look at the growth of the great denomina- 
tions we can see that they have held in the main 
the same fundamental truths, but they have dif- 
fered in emphases and significance, God has seemed 
to bless all, and real Christians are found in all. 
If one big church is not to be desired, what then 
is the purpose of so many groups? In First Corin- 
thians 11:17-19 Paul has some thought-provoking 
words: “But in the following instructions I do not 
commend you, because when you come together it 
is not for the better but for the worse. For, in the 
first place, when you assemble as a church, I hear 
that there are divisions among you; and I partly 
believe it, for there must be divisions among you 
in order that those who are genuine among you 
may be recognized.”’ Three facts stand out in these 
words, and any practical course we may follow 
must take recognition of these facts. 


1. The Church of Jesus Christ, made up of all 
who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, is one body; 
therefore it is highly desirable to God that the 
organiezd church be a united church that presents 
one united front to the world. 


2. But there are divisions among us because of 
difference of opinion and understanding, and even 
because some men have come into places of promi- 
nence who have not truly received the Word of 
God; therefore these divisions will be present as 
long as the organized church must be made up 
of sinful, wilful men. 


3. Though this falls short of God’s ideal it is 
absolutely necessary because only in this way can 
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Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, 
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booklet on annuity gifts entitled “A Guaranteed 
Lifetime Investment with Mutual Benefits for 
Yourself and Others.”’ 
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individuals be free and prove what is genuine by 
their fruits in Christian service. - 


These three facts are undeniable facts that can 
not be ignored. To accept the first and to ignore 
the other two is to follow a course of action that 
_ history has proved again and again to be the way 
to corruption of doctrine, loss of liberty, indif- 
ference of life, and loss of influence and respect 
in the world. The first alone sounds good and we 
all would desire it, but the second and third re- 
mind us that it is impossible in our day. 


Perhaps this introduction would be good for 
opening this series of programs, or you might wish 
to save it and use it at the close. 


Nov. 9: Presbyterians And Baptists 
Introuction 


Most of the great denominations take their name 
from the type of church government that they 
have. For example the Presbyterian Church is 
that branch of the church that is governed by 
resbyters, or elders, The Methodist church is that 
oes of the church that is governed according 
to the Episcopal form of government, with the 
Methodist modifications. The Congregational] Church 
is one that is governed by the congregational form 
of government. 


But the Baptist churches take their name from 
the particular way in which they administer one 
of the Sacraments of the church, baptism. W. R. 
White in “Baptist Distinctive,” says, ‘Baptists 
occupy the opposite position from the Catholics 
on the ordinances. All other denominations fall in 
between—some closer to the Catholics, some closer 
to the Baptists.” : 


Common Attitudes 


Perhaps it would help for us to see how far 
along we and the Baptists go together first, before 
seeing our differences. 


1. We both believe that the Word of God as 
illuminated by the Holy Spirit is the only rule 
binding upon the church for faith and practise. 


2. We both believe that a church is any group 
of baptized believers who are banded together 
to preach the Gospel according to the Word of 
God, administer the Sacraments, and faithfully 
look afer Christ’s interests in the world. | 


Differences 


Our churches differ in our form of government 
for the Baptist follows the congregational form, 
but since the distinctive difference is in the mat- 
ter of baptism let’s see the difference. 


1. The Way in which we baptize. (a) Baptists 
believe that the only kind of baptism recognized 
In the Bible is the act of dipping or immersing a 
person completely under water. ('b) Presbyterians 
_ believe that sprinkling or pouring is the Scriptural 
way of baptizing, but that the way it is done is 
not necessary to the validity of the act. 


2. The persons to be baptized. (a) Baptists 
_ believe that repentance and faith must precede 
baptism, thus they stand for believer’s baptism 
only and exclude children. (b) Presbyterians be- 
lieve that the promise is to us and to our children, 
thus we baptize the infants of believers. 


3. The meaning of baptism. (a) Baptists seek 
to picture the death, burial and resurrection of 
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YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE 


The materialist theory of evolution, with 
modernism’s denial of Christ’s Deity, has 
undermined and destroyed the faith of thou- 
sands, especially our Seminary, University, 
College and High School Students. 
The late Chancellor S. V. Sanford, of the 
University of Georgia, gave an address all 
over America, “Is Jesus More Than Man?” 
This message clearly proves Christ’s Deity 
and in language that appeals to students. 
We have been granted the privilege of pub- 
lishing this address and now ask your co- 
operation in giving it wide distribution. 
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Christ in their going down under the water and 
rising from the water. (b) Presbyterians seek to 


. (pieture the cleansing work of the Holy Spirit by 


which He restrains from sin, convicts of sin and 
finally converts to Christ. 


Scripture Lesson 


Without any effort to be judging another we 
ought to examine the Scriptures to see what they 
say. 


The key passage on baptism is that describing 
John’s Baptism of Jesus, (Matthew 3, Mark 1; 
Luke 3; John 1). The first thing to remember is 
that the English word “baptize” has no meaning 
whatever. It is not a translation of the Greek word, 
but it is a translation, that is the _ spelling is 
brought over and not the meaning. There is a 
Greek word that means “to dip,” and it is used 
in the New Testament, but never of the ordinance 
of baptism. The word “baptize” is always used of 
the ordinance. This word comes from the word 
that means “to dip,’ but by New Testament 
times it had many different meanings. The New 
Testament itself must tell us how it is used. 


1. In the baptism of John we are pointed back 
to the Old Testament to find what was done. When 
Jesus came to be baptized of John he made the 
same objection that you and I would, he said that 
he needed to be baptized by Jesus instead of his 
baptizing Jesus. Jesus replied to this Old Testa- 
ment prophet in the presence of Old Testament 
believers concerning what He was doing in His Old 
Testament ministry,” Suffer it to be so now: for 
thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
(Matt. 3:13-16). Jesus said that what He and John 
did together would fulfill all Old Testament de- 
mands of righteousness. In other words Jesus said 
that what was done there that day must be found 
in the Old Testament. When we see what hap- 
pened after Jesus came away. from the water we 
see that the baptism of Jesus was not for cleans- 
ing from sin but was a dedication of office, fol- 
lowed by the annointing of the Spirit. John bap- 
tized the people as confession of renentance for 
sin. Thus what was done there must be something 
found in the Old Testament both as a cleansing 
from sin and as a dedication of office. Anvthing 
not so found is contrarv to what Jesus said. In the 
Old Testament God said, for the cleansing of sin.” 
Sprinkle clean water uvon them.” (Numbers 8:7. 
See also Num. 19:17-18; Psalm 51:7: Lev. 1:5, 
3:2). And for dedication to the priestlv office a 
candidate. at the age of thirty, was cleansed by 
being sprinkled with running water and following 
the sprinkling was annointed for service. (Num. 
4:23-47: Luke 3:21-23; Ex. 28:1; 29:7-25; Lev. 
8 :6-30; Lev. 8:1-2; Luke 4:18), 3 


2. In the bantism of John we are pointed for- 
ward to find the meaning of baptism. John said 
of the coming Messiah, whom Jesus was, “I in- 
deed baptize vou with water unto repentance: but 
he that cometh after me is mightier than I... he 
shall bantize vou with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire.”’ (Matt. 3:11) Jesus told us what that bav- 
tism would be in Acts 1:5, and when it came the 
Snirit sat upon the ones gathered for Pentecost. 
This is the one baptism that is real, the baptism 
of the Spirit, and water baptism symbolizes that. 


3. When it comes to baptizing infants we realize 
that the Baptist Church can not because it has ro 
meaning in the light of what they picture in the 
act. But it does for us because we picture the work 
of the Spirit. and the Spirit works in the children 
of believers from birth. (Luke 1:15; Matt. 19:14; 


7:14). Infant baptism then is in harmony 
with— 


1. Old Testament Type. Even as Abraham be- 
lieved God when he heard the Gospel and was 
circumcised following faith, then had his children 
circumcised before faith, so baptism is adminis- 


tered under the New Covenant, (Gal. 3:8; 3:27-29, 


Col. 2:11-12; Deut. 10:16). 


2. New Testament Practise. The households of 
Lydia and the Philippian jailor were baptized on 


the faith (singular in the grammar) of Lydia and . 


the jailor. Either adults were baptized on the faith 
of another, a thing unheard of in Scripture, or 
else the children of these were baptized on the 
faith of the head of the house, a thing in harmony 
with all of Scripture. (Acts 16:15-34). 


3. The Spirit of Christ. He said, “Suffer the 
little children to come unto me and forbid them 
not, for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
(Mark 10:14). The church stands in Christ’s stead 
today, they too then must receive them. | 


4. The Evangelical Views of Salvation. We be- 
lieve that those infants that die in infancy are 
saved on the ground of the work of Christ and 
by the ministry of the Spirit. If we so believe why 
not grant them the sign of that working? 


5. The Meaning of the Practise. The practise re- 
fers only to the work of the Spirit, and the Spirit 
begins to work at birth, 


Notes 


These are some outstanding facts about our two 
churches. You will have to arrange their study 


in some kind of program form best suited to your 


group. The above material about Baptist beliefs 
is taken from “Baptist Distinctives” by W. R. 
White. Be sure to always end discussions of any 
church, Presbyterian or any other, by coming back 
to a study of what the Scripture says. The funda- 
mental belief of Presbyterianism is that all beliefs, 
our own included, must be subject to a rigid, reg- 
ular criticism in the light of Scripture. 


Study Sidelights 


The Baptist bodies have done great service in 
keeping us aware of the dangers in the fields of 
religious liberty and the proper’ separation of 
church and state. You might get some material and 
look up what has been done along this line for 


_ they are vital issues in America today. 


The Plan Of Reunion 


All suggestions for changes in the Plan of Re- 
union with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. must 
ve Bey the hands of the undersigned by February 1, 


Since the Plan is to be completed in time for 
presentation to the 1948 General Assemblies of 
the two Churches, suggestions and comments 
should be mailed as soon as possible. Do not wait 
until the deadline to send them because they are 


placed in the hands of the Committee as fast as 


they are received, 


Members of the Committees of Presbyteries 
studying the Plan who have not obtained copies 
will receive them without charge by writing to me. 

E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk, 
1120 Liberty Bank Building, 
Dallas 1, Texas. 


Oct. 15, 1947 
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Woman's Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman's Calendar 
November 1947 


Nov. 1-2: Closing days in Week of Prayer and 
Self-Denial for Assembly’s Home Missions. 


Nov. 7: World Community Day (Interdenomina- 
tional observance). ee 


Nov. 9: Young People’s Night (Women should en- 
courage the young people in this observance). 


Nov. 23-30: Orphans’ Home Week. 
Circle Topic: “‘Am I Honest With God?” 


Memory Selection: Matthew 6:1-8. (See Guide- 
book for Presbyterian Woman, Page 24). 

Auxiliary Topic: “Commitment To God - Or 
Chaos.” 

Emphasis: Evangelism. 


= 


“If Thou Hadst Known—Even Thou” 
By S. B. Lapsley 3 


Jerusalem was busy. Prices in the market were 


high. Merchants enjoyed an uneasy sense of pros- 
perity and householders were disturbed over the 
high cost of food. Jerusalem was troubled. Roman 
soldiers rattled their arms in every important 
street while religious and political leaders dreamed 
of a day when the nation would be free of the 
hated Roman. Jerusalem _ was troubled, also, by a 
stiring of conscience awakened by One who openly 
proclaimed, ““Except your righteousness shall exceed 
the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye 
shall in nowise enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” 


Jerusalem wished to be let alone. “This fellow’s 
preaching might stir up the people and cause some 
premature demonstration that would bring a more 
severe rule by the Romans or postpone the day 
when revolt might have a better chance of success.”’ 
A wistful desire that things might again be “as 
they used to be” contributed to blindness toward 
the golden value of the then, present moment. 
Such was the state of the city in the year of the 
great feast when Christ was done to death. The 
One whom they sought was about to enter the 
Temple, even as the prophet of old had said,— 
and the Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come 
to his temiple,”? but events were to prove that His 
people could not abide the day of His coming. 
They understood not the things that made for 
their peace, and out of that situation there has 
come to us one of the finest passages in all the 
sacred writings, illustrating and emphasizing both 
the love of God and the blindness of man. 


“And when he was come near, he beheld the 


city, and wept over it, saying, if thou hadst known, 
even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which 


belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from — 


Ine eyes,”’ 


To be able to give proper value to the con- 
temporary scene is a rare gift. Yet, it is in order 
to ask whether we who live in this land of un- 
matched privilege may not be in danger of missing 


the importance of a golden moment in time be- 
cause meaningful facts and the obvious meaning of 
some of those facts are “hid from” our eyes. Pres- 
byterian Christians who live in the Southern states 
are not unaware of the material prosperity which 
they share; do we also see in these conditions the 
unmatched opportunities which they offer for 
serving Christ through His Church? 


Southern cities and towns continue to grow 
faster than houses, schools and churches can be 
built. National industry continues its migration to 
the South,—this year 2,147 new and expanding 
plants have been reported from the area in which 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., serves. There is an 
expanding agriculture in the same area, and these 
factors furnish a secure economic foundation for 
the life of a greater population. Is the Church of 
Christ keeping pace with the material growth of 
these states? | 


No statistics are needed to show that morally 
and spiritually the life of our people is not in 
keeping with the vigor of growing material pros- 
perity. Our merchants, like those of ancient Jeru- 
salem, enjoy an uneasy prosperity; our house- 
keepers fret over the high cost of food; the nations 
are in ferment and political leaders fear an out- 
break which may bring mire confusion and suf- 
fering. It is easy to long for things to be “as they 
were. 


» The crisis of these times is no ordinary develop- 


ment in economics which may be cured for a time 


by changing the gold content of the American 


dollar, nor can the social unrest be cured of its 
feverish agitation by social legislation alone. The 
causes of our ills are more deep-seated than such 
measures could reach. It is man’s attitude toward 
the infinite God which is wrong. There are no ills 
from which society suffers which do not spring 
from man’s sinful heart and his deep-seated re- 
bellion against the rightful authority of God. 


Beneath the heaving surface of today’s unrest 
old cultures are disintegrating and new cultural 
patterns are being formed. This seems to offer an 
unmatched opportunity for declaring to men the 
God whom the many ignore or ignorantly worship. 
The Presbyterian Program of Progress, with em- 
phasis on all phases of Christian life, offers to us 
all an effective channel] for our service. 


“Freely ye have received, freely give.” It is 
proportionate service He asks of us. Let our Church 
be an instrument in God’s hand to prove that He 
is the great Redeemer of life, at work in our 
Southland and through the Home Mission forces of 
our Assembly. | 


Suggestions For Observance Of 
The Home Mission Season 


The program for the Auxiliary October meeting 
in the booklet, “Thy Will Be Done—Now” together 
with Dr. S. B. Lapsley’s Handbook, “From the 
Past to the Present” furnishes a wealth of material 
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for a local os omen or a local church to observe 
the Home Mission Season. The materia] falls into 
three distinct topics, 


(1) “The Past,” (2) “The Present” and (3) 
“The Future.” It can be presented in an elaborate 
or in a very simple way, depending upon the size, 
stage props and talent of the group presenting it. 


The Good Samaritan story in Luke 10:25-37 
answers the question, “Who is my Neighbor?” It 


sets a pattern of neighborliness today, therefore 


is a splendid devotional message to precede the 
program. | 


1. “The Past. The use of a large American flag 
and a huge book of large posters to reveal the 
statistics given by Dr. McCorkle in answer to the 
question, “Are we really Christian?” will give the 
suggestion of what we in America have done in 
the past toward making our country Christian. 
This form of visual] instruction makes figures most 
acceptable and impressive, 


II. “The Present.”’ If “anyone in need is our 
neighbor” then our task at the present is to 
discover WHO are in need. This part of the pro- 
gram can be made most effective by having a 
Reader who tells something of the work in our 
different Home Mission projects and, as she reads, 
characters in costume representing each could be 
shown in pantomime on the stage, or the costumned 
characters might present a short characteristic 
sketch to reveal our Mission work in the various 


groups. 


(This part of the —— could be enlarged 
upon by use of Dr. psley’s information in his 
book and would be most effective in a Church 
School of Missions, where one whole evening could 
be eves to this part, with different Departments 
of the Church presenting the different scenes.) 


III. “The Future.” Having learned something 
of how far short we have fallen in our Christian 
attitude toward our neighbors, and then having 
seen something of the “Far-flung’ Home Mission 
program of our Church with its great needs, shall 
we in the future meet this challenge of our Home 
Mission work? The Auxiliary Home Mission Secre- 
tary should answer this question by giving the 
three-point program of our Home Mission Com- 
mittee: 

1. The program of advance. 
2. Enlargement of work in the field. 
3. Financial support. 


A large Christian flag could then be placed by the 
American flag. Close with a challenge to each 
Christian and an opportunity given for action thru 
the taking of the Home Mission offering. This 
third section could be given by a visiting speaker 
and close a Church School of Missions with a 
challenge. 


Such a program gives food for thought with 
enough pagentry and color to hold the interest of 
all, It also challenges us to “carry the word to all 
in need” which will result in action of the indivi- 
dual as well as of the groups, Let us never lose 
sight of the fact that information attractively 

resented stimulates thinking and thinking results 
in action. May the lives of Christians be enriched 
as they endeavor through the observance of our 
Home Mission Season to carry the Church to 
“‘where the people are” in answer to their need. 

Lucille G. Caldwell, 

(Mrs. C. R.) 

Shreveport, Louisiana. 


Opening Of The Columbia 
Theological Seminary 


An entering class of thirty-four students was 
formally matriculated at Columbia Theologica] 
Seminary by taking the obligation prescribed for 
students in the Plan of Government at opening 
exercises on Tuesday evening, September 9. Dr. 
John M. Alexander, Director of Radio for the 
Presbyterian Church U.S., delivered the principa] 
address of the occasion, which was followed by an 
informa] reception at which the Faculty of the 
seminary entertained in honor of the new students. 
In connection with the opening exercises, Captain 
E, T. Neale, Commanding Officer of the Atlanta 
Naval Air Station, was present to represent the 
United States Navy in awarding a handsome bronze 
plaque to the seminary in recognition of its 
service during the war in training men for the 
chaplaincy under the Navy V-12 Program. Presi- 
dent J. McDowell Richards spoke in response to 
Captain Neal’s remarks, accepting the plaque for 
the seminary and stating that it would be placed a 
some suitable spot on its campus. 


The total enrollment at the seminary for the 
fall term is eighty-five, of whom seventy-six are 
regular undergraduate students, five are engaged 
in postgraduate theological studies, and four are 
enrolled in the Bible Training Course, It is ex- 
pected that the student body will be further in- 
creased at the opening of the winter and spring 
quarters as a number of applications have been 
received for admission at those dates. 


Austin Seminary Enrolls be 
Forty-Three 
Twenty-two juniors have brought the enrollment 


of Austin Seminary up to forty-three. There are 


also thirteen middlers, six seniors, and two special 
students. One of the juniors, Bohumil Dittrich, is 
a native of Chechoslovakia, and two others, Rock 
Chao and C. L. Chen, are residents of China. 


To introduce the junior class to seminary and 
its problems, etc., they went up the Colorado River 
for an overnight retreat on Lake Buchanan. This 
retreat was directed by Jimmie Fogartie, president 
of the student body, and the Rev. W. Jack Lewis, 
Minister of students at the University Presbyterian 
Church, with the able assistance of several faculty 
members. 


Also highlighting the first week of the new 
term was the formal opening held on Wednesday 
night, September 17. Dr. S. L. Joekel, professor 
of English Bible, gave the ovening address on 
“The Theology of Matthew.” After the address was 
a reception on the lawns of faculty homes, 


The House Of God 


“Ts there no refuge from strife? Is there n0 
place of refreshing where a man can prepare for 
the battle of life? Is there no place where two 
or three can gather in Jesus’ name, to forget for 
the moment all those things that divide nation 
from nation and race from race, to forget human 
pride, to forget the passions of war, to forget the 
puzzling problems of industria] strife, and to unite 
in overflowing gratitude at the foot of the Cross? 
If there be such a place, then that is the house 
of God and that the gate of heaven. And from 
under the threshold of that house will go forth 4 
river that will revive a weary world.”’ 3 
_—J. Gresham Machen. 
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Richburg, S. C. 


On June 14th, 1943, the Richburg Presbvterian 
Church was struck by lightning and burned. At 
this time, Dr. J. T. Dendy of Rock Hill was serving 
as pastor, The congregation, though exceedingly 
small, very courageously decided to rebuild and 
began to raise funds for this purpose. A building 
committee was appointed and Mrs. Ira Hicklin was 
made treasurer of the fund. Dr. Dendy received 
from friends and interested parties the sum of 
$1,293.00 which he turned over to the treasurer, 
Mrs. Hicklin. In all, the sum of $2,500 has been 
received. It has been impossible up to this date to 
rebuild because of lack of funds and war condi- 
tions. It is hoped now that further funds may be 
secured and the erection of a church begun in the 
near future, 


Now that Dr. Dendy has retired as active pastor, 
he hopes that other friends will assist this band of 
workers to rebuild their church. 


BOOK REVIEWS 
DOES GOD EXIST? 


By A. E. Taylor. Published by the MacMillan 
Publishing Company, 60 Fifth Ave., New York, 
N. Y. Price $2.00. 


Twenty years ago we heard Professor Taylor 
lecture on moral philosophy at the University of 
Edinburgh. He impressed us as a man of tremen- 
dous intellectual power. This final product from 
his pen is evidence that his intellectual strength 
had not abated at the time of the production of 
this book. He had planned to publish this volume in 
1939 but due to the war it was postponed. At first 
he intended to publish it under the title, “Is God 


_ Dead?”, but in the meantime Sir Norman Flower 


published a volume by the same name, so he 
changed it to “Does God Exist?’’ 


The author’s purpose was not to demonstrate the 
being of a God, but only to argue that some al- 
leged and widely entertained “scientific” objections 
to theistic belief are unsound and that it is un- 
belief (not belief) which is the unreasonable 
attitude. He did not seek to create faith where it 
does not exist, because he felt that only God 
Himself can do this, but he endeavored to defend 
it where it existed, or at least where the will to 
believe is present against the specious bad reason- 
ing of its assailants, All who have read the author’s, 
ithe Problem Of Evil” or his Gifford Lectures, 
The Faith Of A Moralist,” know that he is not 
4 novice in philosophy or metaphysical analysis. 

Taylor has used the terminology of his con- 


temporaries. He has succeeded in meeting his op- : 


ponents on their own ground and using their own 
language, 


Professor Taylor has very little patience with 
the so-called scientific expert who scoffs at 
metaphysics. He informs us that those who de- 
hounce metaphysics as medieval rubbish could 
pont by taking the trouble to read the work of 
best medieval writers. These critics would find 

at these writers were at least trying to make an 
*ppeal to “horse sense.’”? The author has put it in 
the way, “But the tragedy of the situation is that 
ea type of scientific man who is most eloquent in 
all metaphysics is himself perpetually 
talking bad metaphysics under the impression. that 
It is ‘science,’ ” | | 
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The author stoutly argues for a faith in things 
which can not be proven by a science which is 
confessedly in confusion about its own foundations. 
Dr. Taylor remarks, “We are all only too prone 
to forget and practice—though we are ready 
enough to admit it theoretically in general terms— 
that the whole of our so-called knowledge is so 
imperfect that even after centuries devoted to the 
attempt to understand ourselves and our world, 
We still everywhere ‘see through a glass darkly!” 
Again he asserts, “‘And so if we have failed to see 
a thing—often enough because our backs are 
turned to it—we declare that it is not there to 
see; or We call that contradictory of truth which 
is only contradictory of some unexamined pre- 
conceptions of our own.” This is a fine statement 
to keep in mind and transmit when occasion calls 
for it to agnostic professors and modernist 
preachers. 


The author closes by warning Christians not to 
render to Aristotle or to any other philosopher or 
man of science the things which are God’s. 
St. Ambrose said, it is not in “dialectic”? that God 
has been pleased to give salvation to His people. 
His final admonition is, “I would have those o 
us who are in danger of imagining themselves to 
be elite to remember how it is written that the 
secret of the Lord is neither with the mighty, nor 
with the learned or ingenious, but with ‘them that 
fear Him,’ and that it has pleased Him to use the 
“foolishness of preaching’ to confound the wisdom 
of this world. We shall have to rid ourselves of 
the delusion that there is some reserved private 
entrance to Heaven for the ‘superior persons.’ For 
all of us the journey will. have to begin with a 
venture of faith reaching out in a true humility of 
mind to be disparaged as what our latest unlovely 
jargon calls, ‘wistful thinking,’ for genuine ‘wish- 
ful thinking’ we must turn to the kind of agnostic 
who ‘in the dark that covers him’ blusters about 
his own unconquerable soul’ — to the Christian 
who sees ‘not as though we, are sufficient of our- 
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THE MESSAGE OF ROMANS 


By Robert C, McQuilkin, D.D. Published by the 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $2.00. 


The distinguished President of Columbia Bible 


College has given to the public this new volume 
to “help Christians ‘dig into’? Romans for them- 
selves, to enter into its inner spirit, to know the 
message and have it translated into life.’”’ Twenty 
years ago the author published a booklet on the 


message of Romans. This volume is an amplific- | 


ation of the earlier work. 


Although there are many fine expositions of 
Romans Dr. McQuilkin has made his own contribu- 
tion. As we read it we agree with the writer, “‘The 
grandeur and glory of this ‘Gospel According to 
Paul’ grows with every fresh reading.” 


Who is God and how does He deal with men? 
Who is Jesus Christ and what does He do for 
men? Who is the Holy Spirit and how does He 
work in men? What is sin and what is its result 


jn men and in nations? Why are men lost? What © 


is God’s way of saving men? What is grace? What 
is Christian faith? What is the Church? What 
happens to the heathen who have never heard of 
Christ? These and many other questions are 
answered in Paul’s letter to the Romans, and Dr. 
McQuilkin discusses in an entertaining and edify- 
ing manner the answers. He believes that the 
questions raised in this letter have a bearing on 
our practical lives today. The author states, “For 
these questions of law and grace, of sin and 
salvation, of God’s way of righteousness are eternal 
questions that concern us today.” | 


The author follows former expositors in pointing 
out that Christ Himself is Paul’s theme and Paul’s 
passion and to bring his reader into personal, 
vital union with Jesus Christ as Lord is the 
Apostle’s great objective. In the major portion of 
this work Dr. McQuilkin’s views harmonize with 
other writers on this subject, In the section dealing 
with “Israel and the Gospel; The Jew and the 
Gentile” he follows the premillenial interpreta- 
tion. It should be remarked that he gives other 
points of view and states them fairly. Wherein he 
differs from them he does so with a fine Christian 
spirit, 


Lesson 11 which deals with chapters 12 and 13 
constitutes one of the very best sections of his 
exposition. Dr. McQuilkin is at his best in giving 
(Paul’s great appeal for “The Yielded Life.’”’ Here 
the author avers, ‘‘The riches and the glories of the 
grace of God have been set forth. What is our 
response? God has given Himself to us in Christ. 
Shall we give the one sacrifice that is well-pleasing, 
the sacrifice of ourselves to serve Him in the 
Spirit, living out in daily life the good and ac- 
ceptable and perfect will of God?’ Once more he 
writes, “But here in the twelfth of Romans it is 
made evident that all activities of the Christian 
are to be in the power of the Spirit. Such common- 
place things as the giving of money and showing 


mercy are included along with ‘Prophesying’ and 


‘Teaching.’ ”’ 


This work is recommended to Bible students, 
pastors, and Christian workers. It is sane, prac- 
tical, and elevating. —J.R.R. 
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THE CHRISTIAN AFTER DEATH 
By Robert E. Hough, D.D. Published by the 


‘Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, 


Ill. Price $2.00. 


Man has always had a curiosity to look behind 
the curtain of death and to know something of the 
hereafter. Although he is afraid to think very long 
on the subject of death he would like to know 
something about its issues. Dr. Hough has helped 
us in this volume of twelve chapters to understand 
these issues as they relate faith in the unseep, 
Any Christian who is willing to be informed on 
this subject will find no better interpreter than 
this esteemed pastor and teacher. He reminds ys 
that Christianity has the answer to the Christian’s 
status after death. : 


The author knows the questions we usually ask 
on this subject, so he discusses such themes as 
Whence Came Life and Death? What is Death? 
Will the Dead Live Again? What Gain Does Death 
Bring? Where Do The Spirits Of Just Men Go At 
Death? What Is the Resurrection? What is the 
Nature Of the Resurrection Body? What Is the 
Believer’s Judgment? Shall We Know One 
Another In Heaven? What and Where Is Heaven’? 
How Are We Fitted For Heaven? and How Get 
Ready To Live Forever? 


Each chapter is calculated to remove ignorant 
and stupid ideas from our minds. The method has 
been to gather together as far as possible the 
teaching of the Scriptures on this subject into a 
form that will make it easily accessible to those 
not familiar with it and who would not have the 
time or the opportunity to search for such truths. 


In every chapter the author is luminous and 
transparent. For example, when he _ speaks of 
what makes one qualified to enter Heaven his 
answer is, “And that one thing is the atoning work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, One’s, fitness depends 
not on what he has done, but solely on what Christ 
has done. There is just one thing that separates 
man from God and that is sin. Remove that and 
there is nothing between any soul and God. Ther 
is only one way back to God and that is by the 
removal of sin. This could be done only by Christ 
‘“‘Who His own self bear our sins in His own body 
on the tree, that we being dead to sins should live 
unto righteousness.” —J.R.R. 


CRYSTAL SEA 


By Louise Harrison McGraw. (Revell, $2.00.) 
This new novel is probably the best of the several 
volumes published by a gifted Christian writer well 
known to Southern Presbyterians. It is the story 
of Janet Douglas, for whom a new life began, an 
romance, when she left her little country home 1 
go away to college. College years come and go, all 
the life as a school teacher in a quaint country 
district follows. This story, as do all of Miss Me- 
Craw’s works sets a high standard of love and 
marriage, including also the fun and frolic 0 
youth. Her plot is well worked out, and the strugel 
of a soul who looks beyond this life to the Cryst 
Sea, and sets her standards accordingly, keeps ond 
on tiptoes to see whether her hopes will be reallz 
in the end. The novel has a wholesome religious 
flavor and would hold the interest of any Christial 


young man or woman, ame 
——Mrs, R. C. McQuilkun. 
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Astonishing Lengths And Depths 


By Vernon W. Patterson 


Elder In First Presbyterian Church 
Charlotte, N. C. 


The Presbyterian Outlook in its issue of Sep- 
tember 29, 1947, demonstrates in a surprising way 
to what lengths—and depths—the liberals in our 
Church will go in their defense of the Federal 
Council. Almost the whole magazine is devoted to 
this subject. The substance of the various articles 
and editorials is that the Federal Council is the 
greatest unifying and progressive organization in 
Protestant Christianity, that to withdraw from it 
would be “‘pulling apart from the Body of Christ,”’ 
isolationism, and the virtual defeat of the Protes- 
tant Churches in the present world crisis; that 
practically the entire Church, from the moderators 
down, desire to remain in the Council; and that 
only a small, divisive group, ‘‘wedge-drivers,”’ 
“Sowers Of discord,” are agitating to cause dis- 
sension. The whole presentation is astonishing in a 
number of respects. 


Astonishing Position 


It is astonishing that, in the face of such over- 
whelming evidence to the contrary, these honored 
leaders in our Church should take such a position. 
It is hard to believe that they actually accept the 
modernism and socialism that for many years have 
characterized the leadership of the Council and are 
written in its official records and demonstrated in 
the actions of its leaders. On the other hand, it is 
hard to believe that such intelligent men should be 
deceived and blind to the true nature of the Coun- 
cil and the course it is following. Its program is 
clearly social and political rather than spiritual, 
natural rather than supernatural, earthly rather 
than heavenly, The great majority of its out- 
standing leaders have denied every fundamental 
fact of our faith and-have launched out into a 
program of political activities and socialistic en- 
deavors. Yet these responsible leaders of our 
Church seem sincerely to believe that the Council 
with its ecumenical movement is actually going to 


“remake the world order’ by the increasing eco- 


nomic and politica] pressure resulting from uniting 
one denomination to another until a great world 
church is formed. They seem to have a passionate 
and even fanatical zeal for this cause that their 
eyes are blinded to every error in connection with 


i, and even to the repeted Scriptural warnings - 


against “evil men and seducers, who shall wax 
Worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived” 
= Tim. 3:13), and to the commands to separate 
tom false teachers, and to “have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 


reprove them.” (Eph. 5:11). 


Astonishing Statements 


It is astonishing further that these leaders of 
our Church, with such evidence before them, should 
* willing to publish statements such as are found 
- the various articles. Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert’s 
—— to objections misrepresents at practically 
: ery point the attitude and actions of the Council 
E revealed in its own official records. For example, 
rh oo Says concerning P.E.P.C. legislation: 
ms ederal Council has not endorsed any specific 
“ 0 secure the removal of discrimination in em- 

yment, but it has urged that ‘permanent pro- 


cedures for securing the objectives which have 


been sought by the Committee on Fair Employ- 
ment Practice’ should be established.” In answer 
to the direct question as to whether the Federal | 
Council has ever endorsed an F.E.P.C. bill, he 
said, “No.” The 1945 Annual Report of the Fed- 
eral Council states on Page 44: “The action of the 
Federal Council through its Department of Race 
Relations has been one of the major influences in 
work to preserve the existing F.E.P.C, under exe- 
cutive order, and for legislation to make it a per- 
manent policy of the National Government.” This 
activity is also reported in their 1946 Biennial 
Report on Page 53. 


- Dr. T. K. Young says regarding our Church’s 
leaving the Federal Council: “We became _ dis- 
gruntled and withdrew. Then we returned, and for 
a number of years every Assembly vote has indi- 
cated that an overwhelming majority want to 
remain.” The Assembly Minutes show that in 1931, 
when our Church withdrew from the Council, the 
vote was 175 for withdrawing with 79 against. In 
1938, following the request for advice by the pre- 
vious General Assembly, the Presbyteries voted 48 
against rejoining and 38 for rejoining, with two 
Presbyteries not voting. In the face of this strong 
majority in opposition to rejoining the Federal 
Council, our Church was pushed in, so to speak, 
by the back door in 1941 by including a recom- 
mendation to rejoin in the lengthy report of the 
Foreign Relations Committee. Between that time 
and the last General Assembly, at least 43 over- 
tures have come forth criticizing and opposing the 
Federal Council. The vote at the 1947 Genera] As- 
sembly for submitting the mlatter to the Presby- 
teries for advice was 179 to 173: And yet Dr. 
Young and the others with him would give the im- 
pression that only a small handful of trouble- 
makers are opposed to the Council. 


Astonishing Claim 


Again, it is astonishing to see how these leaders 
could continue to present the Federal Council as 
“the united voice of Protestantism against Ca- 
tholicism.” The ecumenical movement itself has as 
its goal the uniting of [Protestantism and Ca- 
tholicism in one great world church, The strictly 
Protestant character of the Federal Council was 
destroyed: in 19388 when the Syrian Antiochian Or- 
thodox Church of North America was taken into 
membership. The Russian and Ukrainian Orthodox 
Churches of North América have been taken in 


also. 


Bishop C. Bromley Oxnam, former President of 
the Federal Council, well expressed the goal of the 
Council in his address in Boston, Mass., on May 
25, 1947, before the General Conference of the 
Methodist Church. As reported by The New York 
Times, the Bishop said: “The union of Chris- 
tendom can never be achieved by one part of the 
Holy Catholic Church, insisting that all other parts 
shall deny their Christian convictions and shall dis- 
card their creative contributions in order to return 
to a part of the church universal. Since the Roman 
Catholic: Church refuses at present to consider 
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